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L was that the: prosperous Chessie Would contmue to
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Indlana Genera! Assembiv estabhi shed the Commuter .
- Rail Service Fund. placing the indefinite sits taxon

“leasederail carsiunder thejurisdiction’ ofthe office.of

the govarnor wheraitwas supplied to-commiiter rail=

iniindiana. 101980 the Electric Rail Service
~Pundiwas estab!nshed s?}pulatmg that:the taxes paid

by the:South'Share Railroad in' the counties in which: -

it'operated wouid he distributed by the-governors

office to electric railroads in Indiana KICTD was the
exclusive beneficiary of both sources of funds from .

the'state:

The,strategvc nlanwasdeliversd in Fure 1982

immediately began fo work with Governor

: Robert ‘Orriand:the General Assembly zo "f“EpDWE! o
o N!uT 16 purchase the railigad. After'a strong fobby-
mg effartin the General Assembly. NICTD received.
the powers it saticht 84 Earfier, MICTD -
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“trok system o‘operate-the substatlons from the South ‘
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“of this linein’Hammond is threztensd with abandon=
ment. THerarea bétween Hammond andiowell is e
periencing ';‘ﬁcam popliation growii AU ihis wr
Jing.NICTD varkingito lease thethreate L
age from'the Chessie to preserve it, with t al 1990. At that;tim ‘
aim-of working with'Hammend and otfier cof come 8 tenant of
ties to begina railicommuter sérvice into Chicags . s
probably aftar themiddie cfthe 1990s. el . Thepeopien
o NICTED has-already porchasetisubstantial - estate Rave alraady
amounts i landin-theareaof the'Hammond station. workof NICT
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v problert, however hasbeen thefack ofsufficient ' \provements in service.
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newinmiative toincrease state par- ¢
finahcing of the nation's trans-
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