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A conversation between
KAYA SAHIN & RALPH WALTER

Stileyman, who ruled the Ottoman Empire between 1520 and 1566, was a globally recognized figure during his lifetime. His domain extended
from Hungary to Iran, and from the Crimea to North Africa and the Indian Ocean. While he was engaged in bitter rivalries with the Catholic
Habsburgs in Europe and the Shiite Safavids in the Middle East, he also presided over a multilingual and multireligious empire that promised
peace and prosperity to its subjects. Behind the public facade of might and glory, Stileyman led a complicated life. He grew up with an overbearing
father whose legacy was both an advantage and a burden. Defying established practice, he married a concubine named Hiirrem. Towards the
end of his life, he had to overcome both debilitating sickness and the agitations of his sons to remain on the throne. Around Kaya Sahin’s
Peerless among Princes: The Life and Times of Sultan Siileyman (Oxford University Press, 2023), the first scholarly biography of Siileyman in English
since 1944, we will discuss Stileyman’s achievements as well as his failures, the world he and his contemporaries lived in, and their legacies.

Thursday, April 13, 2023 - 4PMm
OWEN HALL, WELLS LIBRARY ROOM

KAYA SAHiN is Associate Professor of History at Indiana University, where he also serves as the executive associate dean of the Hamilton
Lugar School of Global and International Studies. DR. RALPH WALTER is a Bynum Tudor Fellow at Kellogg College, University of Oxford.
This event is co-sponsored by the Islamic Studies and Renaissance Studies Programs.



