Proficiency Testing Project
Structural List (Dari)

Novice 1:
1. Pronouns:
- demonstrative ¢! ‘this’, ol ‘that’,cwa ‘this (particular)’,ol ‘that
(particular)’.
- personal &= ‘I, L ‘we’, & ‘they’, etc.
- Possessive ¢! ‘my’, il ‘his/her’, ol ‘their’
- interrogative ¢S ‘who?’, > ‘what?’, ¥laS ‘where?’ IS ‘which?’, fas
‘how many?’, etc.
2. Personale eendings 2 ‘15t person singular’ , ~ ‘15t person plural’
3. Conjugation of verb ‘to be’ (s Al Jiass 0« ‘| am a student.’
4, Negative sentences; . Jass o« ‘| am not a student’
5. PARTICLE s ¢ ad ¢(linas
6. Plural form of nouns: & ‘books’, W 4x ‘boys’, W 45.US ‘notebooks’, ¢l
‘men’, L) ‘women’.
7. Numerals;
8. Numerical plurals: <US 4. ‘three books’;
9. Ordinal numbers
10. Definite direct Object Marker; 1. ‘ra&’
1. Preposition of place; 2 ‘in’, YL ‘on’
12. Ezafat (-e) or suffix “-e”
13. Comparatives and superlatives Adjectives. 2,sa'small’, s,5a ‘smaller’,
025 ‘the smallest’
14. Expressing availability: = ‘there is’, ‘available’, . ‘there is none’, ‘not
available.’
15. Basic tenses:
a. Imperative: a8 i £ ‘Listen!’ lasS ) S5 lill ‘Repeat (it) please!
b. Present tense of the verb “to be”:siwa ‘am’, ~iua ‘are', <wilis’; etc.;
c. Present continuous (imperfective): 2,5 ‘eats’, ~ 5% ‘| am reading’;
d. Present tense of verb ‘to have’, ‘to know’:
e. Simple past tense of verb ‘to be’: 25 ¢
16. Combining conjunction: s ‘and’;
17.Contrasting conjunction: ! ‘but’;
18. Temporal adverbs: Yl ‘now’, 4duea ‘always’, )5« ‘today’, s ‘yesterday’

etc.

Common errors:
Errors in spelling;
Improper use of the personal endings: i scua <o;
Using English sentence structure, for example instead of using SOV they use
(SVO). (Word order confused).
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While writing, students mostly forget to write the long vowels and sometimes,

write the vowels that are not required(but only have the sound). For example:
e - Jsor JK - K

Problems in perception and production of specific Dari sounds, for example:

& [x], £ [9],& [q], distinguishing [u] from [0] which (might) impede meaning:_»

‘to fill’, _.s 'son of,.

Improper location of adverbs in regards to time and place.

Novice 2:
1. Basic tenses:

- Future tense of the verb “to be”;25 adl & 25 amlsa 35 A8 | etc,;

- Present subjunctive: ailsa ab e ‘I must read’, 1) S if (she/he) does not
come’;

- Present perfect: .l <3, 5l ‘(He) has gone’.

- Past perfect: .25 43, 5| ‘(He) had gone.’

. Auxiliary verbs; Jisl & ‘want’, (il 5 ‘can’

. Definite direct object suffix; ..

. Prepositions with pronouns; < 4 ‘to me’, Wi s for you’

. Reflexive pronoun: g sa/asa ;

. Pronouns % ‘another’ and ¢l % ‘others’.

. Indefinite pronouns: < ‘someone’, (S _» ‘everyone’; > ‘anything’, »

> ‘everything’;

8. Present participle — attributive function, nominalization: s2i5, ‘passenger’;
»u £ ‘announcer’;

9. Verbal noun - Ji& ‘speech’, Ll “visit’

10.Usage of infinitives as a noun: .aJla isa |, o3l sa QS (e ‘] like reading
books’;

11.Passive voice; & ‘to (be) come’

12.Past participles: 43, ‘gone’, o2& 435 53 “ written’

13.Forming Compound verbs; 28 IS ‘to work’, oS 435 ¢ ‘to write’ ,028YG ‘to
left.

14.Conjunctions; 4S ‘which, that, whom’

15. Paired adverbs «iual 4iual ‘slowly’ and 25 25.'quickly’;

16.Preposetions; ) ‘from’, _¥in’ 4 ‘to’

17.Present conditional subordinate clauses (‘i clauses): ... 1 s SV ‘If he
does not come...’

18.Pronouns Expressing direct object with definite marker; '« ‘me’« 15 “Your’,
Lk ‘us’.

19.Use of a number < one as an indefinite article;

20.Forming nouns with suffixes and prefix ; S — [-gar], «[mand], s[ham].
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Common errors:

Errors in spelling;

Confusing subjunctives with the present form of the verbs: <l ) siu ) 45 al sae L
250% ‘We want to go to a restaurant’;

Misuse of past and present perfective, i.e. 2 4 g | UGS (ol 43 55 QUS)

Error in agreement of a verb and subject: s, s oL L

Improper use of reflexive pronoun Jiusa /a5

Improper use of prepositions

Intermediate I:

1. Reciprocal Pronouns; J5: ‘each other’, % < ‘one another’

2. Distributive Pronouns; o< 2 ‘anyone’, x» » ‘everything’

3. Past imperfective (Past continuous); .8 e 5w 42 5l ‘he was going to

school’

Perfect Subjunctive tense; .25b sl 1li ‘He might be coming.’

Making compound verbs with verb: Gk [gastan] )

Usage of Arabic adverbs in Dari; L. & ‘approximately,” Lasais ‘especially’

Modal verbs; i ‘may, perhaps’, ¢l ‘must’

Forming compound verbs with simple verb; ¢ i [namudan] ‘to show, to

seem’

9. Location of components (adverbs, direct and indirect objects, modifiers,
etc.) in a sentence;

10.Relative clauses; 4S S ‘the person who' , 45 s2 .« ‘the man who’

11.Order of modifiers in noun phrases: & = 5 sis ‘Aligol’'s new car’,
L el Gled ‘that white building’;

12.Cohesive devices: %2 <k 3l ‘on the other hand’; 4=da sk 4 ‘in short’;
29 43 Al it should be mentioned’; <ads 2 ‘in reality’; ool s s ‘in
addition’; s s«e &) 5a 43 ‘generally’; 4laulis ‘unfortunately’; 4tisad =
‘fortunately’, ‘happily’; sk L ‘besides’;

13.Usage of adverbs with adjectives; 2l s 2 xa very tall man’

14.Prepositional phrases; .x.,: 45 3 J& ‘Before you go.’

15.Negative conditionals JS«[magar]; fuais il 55 Ss ‘Didn’t you sleep?’

16.Verbal adjectives; Lu - Gn - G ¢ Ulgi - o) g - (il 6

17. Subordinate clauses of time;

N O A

Common errors:

Errors in locating adverbs of time and place: 05 5 )3 &l 53 03 (= instead of
) saae a3 O5E 5y 0 ()

Improper usage of negative conditional clauses fsx2 1, 5} 5« Instead of |, 5 5
o

ERTRY]

Problem in order of adverbs and adjectives .35 2l 2 e jlus G slinstead of
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Misusing auxiliary verb ¢ixlsa with its future form; .8 a8 53 L (e Instead of
) aal s L e

Intermediate ll:

. Direct and indirect speech;
Tenses:
a. Past conditional: . S, S ‘If only Babrak had told’;
b. Past potential conditional: .cwsil sise < 5u S ‘if Babrak was able to
do’;
c. Present perfect tense/present participles;
d. Past perfect tense/ past participles.
Regular and irregular infinitives; < - G ¢ 55 - 5o,5a
Other real conditional clauses; 455 )2 ‘in case’, 4S8 Jhdi4
Wishes and exclamations; ... 4S _iS
The suffix s:-
a. Indefinite ; < ‘bookish’
b. Relative; ...a8 1, 2 4 * the children whom ...’
c. Noun; (us - s “friend - friendship’
d. Adjectives; 54l -« ‘America - American’
6. Other sufixes; S[gar],~«[mand],2[¢i],o) s[wan]
7. Prepositional phrases: «s 534 ‘in a good manner’, 4=3a sk 4 ‘in short’, 4
culie Ciadd ‘for a suitable price’,L=saa ‘especially’;
8. Verbal phrases: ¢xbs) ghb 4 ‘to finish’, ¢iéh b4 ‘to keep in mind, to take into
account’, (28 u=ada ‘to make clear’;
9. Usage of word s ‘without’; .as0 el 52 W ‘we are not going without you.’
10. Sentences with unreal conditions:
11.Subject oriented subordinate clauses: ... 23 sx3 1) (il (pl 4< £ 4 ‘anyone
who might have seen this man ...’
12.Subordinate clauses of place;
13. Derivation of compound verbs;

N =
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Common errors:

Errors in using the suffix e ¢

Improper use of word ¢sx ‘without’; il sl e S HS (e Lk 30 Instead of
Ll siad 03 S IS (e Laddi 50

Difficulties in usage of Past perfect and present perfect;

Errors in forming nouns from suffixes like; _f[gar],x«[mand],2[¢i],o sfwan]

Advanced I:
1. Tenses:

a. Past conjectural: il said Ll 2lS ‘maybe you have heard’,
b. Future tense of doubt: ulu 4S 4L ‘.. may come’;
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2. Reported speech; .xke 48 <& i ‘he said that he is coming.’

3. Object oriented subordinate clauses: ... 48 a2 0215 4w ‘| have heard that ...’

4. Extended use of compound verbs;

5. Double- substantive compounds (noun-noun or adjectives-noun); J&.
‘hardhearted’, s»ak'beautiful

6. The forming of adjective/adverbs with suffix ana/gana 4&/4); 4L se -3 5e

‘polite - politely’ , 48 4a - 4x; ‘child -childish’

7. The irreal conditional; .~ e 1L ‘We should have gone.” sl Lo 4S negde 1l
‘You should have known that we weren’t coming.’

8. Past narrative of being .al sxi 1, 5l 48 sl Ju (2 ‘| haven’t seen him for six
years.’

9. In Past expression of temporal duration; ... S a2 Wil 48 28ue s 4 ‘| had been
there for three years when...’

10. Definite future tense; a2 aalsa 1) alela 5 ) aal 52 S 45 L “Tomorrow I'll go to
Kabul and see my uncle.’

Common errors:

Confusion in usage of direct and reported speech;
Errors in usage of Past expression of temporal duration
Errors in using the irrealis moods

Errors in using of Past narrative of temporal durations

Advanced ll:

1. Conditionals;
a. Actual: 55 ) s Gw waeeie RV if you knew, then, why don’t you
say so.’
b. Doubtful: .x€ Gl jiel sl s 23b 23S ol& ) ‘If he has done
something wrong, then, he has to admit.’

A

Expressing Indirect command with subjunctives; .S e & 4S Cuid & L 3l gl o9
‘The police asked us to stop.’
Use of some verbs with particular prepositions and postpositions:
Clauses of concession or concessive clauses; a S| a8 S aga s b Sl L
Mode Clauses; .23k s3 S (i gal 454 Jie 83 (5
Compatibility of nouns with certain verbs: ¢S -5 K (35— 3
GRELE - adla g depa S - S8 () Sy
7. Synonymy: (s Loy )l adia- 8 ) Lis )l — 3
8. Use of idioms: ol K4 ‘to be annoyed’, G &5 & ada 43 ‘to insult’, i e
‘to unite’;
9. Onomatopoeic words: Ja A «s& & ¢ i 1
10. Complex idiomatic phrases: ¢ R o2 8 4 ‘to commit’ ¢l 02 X ... ‘to submiit,
accept’ 2SS a4 IS 0 ’to work in cooperation’, etc.
11. Polite pronouns; =", Je <ls ‘you’
12. Usage of Arabic terminology; s ‘to be excused’, ik ‘aware’
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Common errors:

Still, some mistakes in sentence structure;

Errors in agreement between various parts of speech;
Lack of pragmatic competency;

Errors in using of prepositions, verbal and noun phrases;
Improper use of idioms
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