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Summary of Research on School Vouchers 
School vouchers and similar programs such as Education Savings Accounts are 
publicly funded programs that allow families to send their children to private schools. 
These programs have been studied in the United States since they first started 
appearing in the 1990s. 

Who Uses Vouchers? 
• Voucher programs are often targeted

to students in low-performing public 
schools, or whose families fall below 
a particular income threshold  

• Voucher programs tend to be used
by families already in private schools 

• Indiana’s voucher program initially
served mostly children leaving public 
schools, but now 7 of every 10 
voucher students did not previously 
attend public schools 
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Do Vouchers Boost Learning? 
• Early, small-scale studies showed promise, but state-wide studies show negative

impacts on learning

Does Competition from Vouchers Help Public Schools Improve? 
• Several studies from different states show that competition from vouchers may boost

public school productivity [4]

• Research on Indiana’s voucher program indicates that it erodes the performance of
public schools as programs mature

1. https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2022/10/07/arizona-school-vouchers-nearly-22-500-applications-pour-so-far/8208504001/; 
https://newhampshirebulletin.com/briefs/most-education-freedom-account-recipients-not-leaving-public-schools-department-says/; 
https://archive.jsonline.com/news/education/75-of-state-voucher-program-applicants-already-attend-private-school-b99274333z1-259980701.html/; 
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-choice-scholarship-program/ 

2. https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-choice-scholarship-program/ 
3. https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf 
4. https://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jel.20150679  
5. https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-briefs/2022/does-competition-help-schools.pdf 

Research from Christopher Lubienski, Paul Faulkner, Yusuf Canbolat, Jason Curlin; Contact: ceep@iu.edu 
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Effect of School Vouchers on Math Achievement Over Years and Program Size [3] 

Competition Erodes Student Outcomes Over Time [5] 
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