MEMORIAL RESOLUTION

PAUL WEATHERWAX

(April 4, 188B-~October 18, 1976)

Paul Weathemwax was born near Wonthington, Indiana, on Apnil 4, 1888. He grew up on a fanm and received
his eanly education in one—noom schoolhouses, Following graduation from high school at Wornthington in
1907, he netunned to one~noom schoolhouses nean Wornthington fo feach for twe years. HiS finsi college
coursed wene taken at Wabash College in the spring tewm of 1909 and at DePauw University in the 1910
summen session. Duning the years 1910 and 1911 he taught high schoof, §inst at Owensburg and then at
Freedom whene he served as paincipal as well as Leacher of most of the counses, Freedom, he has wiitien,
was a good name for the toun but License would have been better, fon he had difficwlTy in stimubating
any fnfernest in endenly behavion on Things intellectual. He enrwolled at Indiana Universily in the
sphing of 1917, but he had to neturn o Zeaching at Greencasife for a year in onden Lo secure funds o
continue his education at the universtiy. He neceived the bachefor's degree in 1914, the master's 4in
1915, and the doctorate in 1918. 1In the swmer of 1913 he was part of a party employed by the Indiana
State Boarnd of Health to survey polfution in Indiana streams, and thus he early became awnre of probfems
that only moxe recently have become of general concern fo the ecofogist, From 1913 Lo 1915 he senved as
an assistant in botany at Indiana Univensity, and in 1915 he became an Linstructon in botany serving in
that position until 1918. Prospects for continuing at Indiana University wene not biight at that

Lime 40 in 1919 he accepted a position as Assocdate Professon at Lthe Univernsify of Georgia. Tn 1921 he
eagenly accepted the {nvitation to netumn fo Indiana University, and he was fo spend the next 37 yeans
teaehing fon that university. 1In 1957 he joined the group from Indiana Univensity in the United States
Operations Mission in Thailand where he was primanily concerned with training teachers of biology., Al-
though he was made Emeritus Projfesson in 1959, this did not bring an end fo his Teaching, for in 1960 he
was Lnvited to serve as a visiting phofesson at Franklin College where he taught for three years. TIn
1963 Franhlin Coffege awanded him an honorary doctorate of science. His Last foamal teaching was at
Hanoven Collfege in 1966; but in the remadining days of his Life, his office at Indiana University ums
always open fo students who wished fo consult with him,

Dn. Weathemwax's teaching caneen spanned 50 yeans, and he wifl be xemembered foremost as a teacher, as he
would want to be. He neceived his greatest pleasure from teaching the efemenfary botany course; and af
a time when many professons felt that the elementary couwrses should be nelegated fo the jumion facully
members, by choice he continued teaching this counse until his netinement. He took delighti in having
chitdnen of his gonmen students ennckl in his course, as frequently happened, His inferest in Leaching
of elementary students Led o the wiiting of a textbook, Plant BioLogy, the title of which was changed
to Botany in the third edition, the one that he had prefenred aﬂﬁ . He afao taught his share of
advanced courses. One of the most populan of these was a seminar in the morphology of grasses, given ai
the request of graduate students. HLSs intimate hnowledge of the grass family combined with his feaching
abitity made it possible to make this most difflcult family intelligible, Perhaps the course mosi
fondlby remembened by his sfudents was the summer gfield trips to Flondida, a cowrse which he intrnoduced o
acquaint them with twpical botany,

As great as was his dedication to teaching, he neven neglected research, Beginndng his research as an
undergnaduate, he continued with Lt untif fong after his foumal netirement. His finsx scientific

paperns wene publfished in 1914, Da, Weatheswax was a most versatile botanist, but fen his field of
speciatization he chose monpho.ﬁo%, panticulanly the monphofogy of grosses, and no grass was te be of
ghreatern concern o him than was the conn plant. His doctoral dissentation was entitled The Evolution o4
Maize, and in 1923 his ginst book, The Stony of the Maize Plant, appeared.

As othens have pointed cut, it was his earnly intenpretation of the stuctune of the coan plant in relation
o othern ghasses that wns to set the sfage fon the undenstanding ef the onigin of the coan plant. . He was
concerned not onby with the monphology of the plant but with many other aspects as well, particularly

Lty ondgin and histony, which culminated .n his Indian Corn in 08d Amenica pubfished in 1954, His
travels in connection with his xesearch Toeok him Fo The Zoulhensdern and southwesienn Unifed States and o
many parts of Latin Amenica, His studies were aided by a Watewman feflowship from 1925 Lo 1930 and a
Guggenheim thaveling fellowship in 1944. He was also a noted botanical ilLustrnator, and he became widely
necognized for the {LEusirations he made for C,C, Deam's Grasses of Indiana in 1929,

. Weatherwax was a member of a numben of societies, and he was particulanty active in the affains of
the Botanical Scciety of Amenica and the Indiana Academy of Seience. He senved as president of the
Latten society in 1941, He was secretany of the Botanical Societly grom 1939 Lo 1943 and was efected
vice president both in 1944 and 1957, 1In 1976, he received a Centificate of Menit fnom the society in
nrecognition of his distinguished achievement and contnibutions to the advancement of botanical science.




His senvice to the univensity is well know, Over the years he served, offen a4 chaimman, on a great
numbern of committees. Prominent among these wene those concerned with the fonmation of the Junion
Divisdlon, the implementation of the necommendations of the self-survey committee, the aeonganization

of the Graduate School and the Ants College, the fornmulation of the faculity constitution and the founding
04 the Facully Councif, recommendations for facully promoiions and hononany degrees, and the naming

o4 buildings. He also served as a member of both the Guaduate Council and the Facufty Councif, Lncfuding
one year as Secnetwny of the Latien. More recently he will be nemembered fon his The Woodland Campus

of Indiana Universidy (1966} which has served as a guide to the trees on campus to facully, sTudents,

and vis{Tond alike, 1+ seems only fitting then that a new tree was planted on campus near the ofd
biology half, now Swain East, in his honor on Arbor Day, 1974, The stone beside it neads, "Paul
Weatherwax, Distinguished 1.U, Botanisi," Paul Weathemwx died on Octoben 18, 1976 in Bloomington.

--Charles B, Heiser, Ju.






