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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION

FERNANDUS ~ PAYNE

{February 13, 188l--October 13, 1977)

Good feaching and reseanch thrive best in a schofarly atmosphere, one of freedom, one in which
it s nespectable to pursue knowledge fon the sake of knowledge as welf as for practical
resudds. ... Such an atmosphere...comes about because men belfieve in i, work for LX, foster
and nounish it, Live &t.... 1§ T coutd Live my Life over again, T would choose a £{fe of
teaching and hesearch. My Life has been an interesting and busy one, not monotonoud. In
stepping aside, T do s0 with perfect eonfidence in you who are fo canry on, but 1 charge you
never £o0 Lose Adight of the high ideals fon which we have worked, recognizing, howeven, that an
ideal 45 nothing more than a bannen on a mowntain fop and {4 of Eittle aveil if you merely 54t
at the base and gaze at if.

These comments, delivesed by Fernandus Payne on Zhe occasion of his xetinement (194§) as Dean of the Graduate
Schoot {1947) and head of the Department of ZovLogy (1948} neflect the philosophy and spinit of a man who served
Indiana University {on almost §ifty yearns. For those of us who were privifeged fo know him, the "stepping
aside” has meant his netirement from neseanch in 1971 and his passing Octobern 13, 1977, in Frankfont, Indiana,
at the age of 96t the end of a career ad an intermationally necognized selentist, a stubbonn champlon of aca-
demic freedom and excellfence, and a dedicated teachen and administraton.

Ferrandus Payne was born ir « Log cabin near Shelbyvilfle, Indiana. He entered IU as a student in 1902 and in
1905 neceived the A.B. degree, After twe yeans as a Laboratory assisfant, he accepted a scholarship fo Columbia
University where he neceived the Ph.D. deghee in 1909, the §inst student taking only two years to earn the doc-
tonate. In the exciting days at Columbia, Payne's thesis research on sex chromosomes contributed fo the gene-
tics program which established the chromosome and gene theonies fon which one of his mentons, T.H. Morgan, Later
won fhe Nobel Prize. Payne nefwwed to IU .in 1909, foining Professors WELL Scott and Cank Elgenmann (department
“ead and §{n8t Dean of the Graduate Schook) to complete the Zoofegy Depardment gfaculty. Tn 1925 Payne succeeded
 Jean Eigenmann as Graduate Schook Dean and Department Chainman. From the outsef, Payne recognized fwo areas of
concenn: the §inst, a weakness in the Graduate Schoof structure, standands, and quality; the second, a new
growth in American science which he felt should be nepresented in the graduate faculty of Indiana University.

1t was not witif the beginning of Herman B Wells' administration and Lhe establishment of mandatory relirement
at 70 {1937) that Payne was provided the opportunity and encouragement Zo search out §insi-rate scientists and
other schofans who coufd contribute o TU'A prestige. His visdon and persuasiveness nesubted in new recruits
who Later achieved international necognition. As expressed by the then-President Welks:

The man upon whom 1 relied more than any other Lo assisi in the all-important work was Dean
Payne. He wrote Letfens; he interviewed; he fraveled the country searching fon the best
takent. Many of oun stalwarnts of foday are with us because of his devotion to this Zask and
the aceunacy of his fudgment,

The capstone of his careen was the chariing of ithe graduate program at Indiana University.

He afsc found time to make impontant contributions beyond the univensity as Presdident of the American Svedlety of
Zookogists (1931), Assistant Director of the National Science Foundation (1952}, Chaimman of the Division of
Biokogy and Agniculfune of the National Research Council {1932), and Chairman of the Commiitee on Classificaticn
of Universities and Colleges (1934). Speeial necognition of his contributions fo higher education include the
honorany Doctor of Laws degree from Indiana Central College {1948) and the honohany Doctorn of Sclence degnee
from Indiana Univensiiy (1968}.

Y Payne's nesearch during his Long teaching and administrative careern was neven neglected. He was interested
primanily in the cellfufar basis of biological processes; and his varied investigations included mutational
studies, analysis of the eye struetwie of blind cave §ish, studies on comparative sex chromodome conditions, the
embryology of feblyfishes and humans, and major contributions to the undenstanding of the cytology of the anter-
Lon and posterion pituitany glands. The Latten dncluded some of his most significant papenrs, cenfering on the
celbufar changes in endoonine glands associated with altered hommone secretion and especially with the profound
eytological modifications that oceur during the ageing process. The endocrine sfudies were canried out between
the ages of 70 and 90, using his newfy-aoquired sREEL in elfectron microscopy Lo furthen these investigations.
U vipecially duning this peniod, his matter-of-couwrse devotion to his neseanch was an Ainspirnation to alkl.
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Although never underestimating the impentance of academic neseanch, Dean Payne did not alten his belief that the
teaching function is the centnal mission of colleges and universities. His judgment and vision again become
apparent n an address defivered to the Graduatfe Faculty of Towa State College in 1941:

A democratic socdety.. i3 a fluctuating society, whene the nights and privileges of the
individual are given considenation as well as the welfare of the group. To maintain such
a soedety, constant study and readjustment are necessany. How shall we educate for what
Lies ahead, forn fthe adjustments which are necessany from £ime Lo Lime? 1 am sure T see

a tendency in many places Today, and this tendenoy reaches into ouwr graduate schools, fo
train fon specific fobs.... In a democracy we need an intelligent citizenship, people
who can do one on mone thingd well, who in addition have the {fexibilify to neadjust, and
who ecan help in soluing individual and national problems. And how does one educate for
these desired ends? The answer L8 not so sdimple, forn there are different ways, but cex-
tainly T would not feach only the useful.... Neithen would I go to the othen extreme
and fLeach nothing but Greeh and Roman alwilization. Somewhene befween Lthese fwe extfremes

including parts of both should be found the happy medium best suited to the needs of most
of us.

Payne, as Chainman of his depantment, stawichly defended the nights and privacy of his faculty Lo feach as each
saw (L£, and he encouraged and vigorously supponted thein effonts in advancing thein reseanch programs. In a
mannes which might best be desciibed as pantly unfathomable, partfly quiet persuasion, Payne was able to hnil the
diverse personalifies of his facully together info a common fabric in approaching goals. The esprit de corps
which nesulied spread nol only to ghaduate students bui also fo the undengraduates, as wifness the honer be-
stowed upon him by the Semion CPass of 1966. There was afways Ltime in his busy schedule fon the serious sfudent--
to have a chat ok to help solve a probfem. Of special concern fo Dean Payne wene good siudents with {inancial
probfems.  Hawing supponted himself whife atfending schoofs, he was sympathetic to their plight, Towand this
end, he estabfished the Fernandus and ELizabeth Payne undergraduate student Schofarship in 2oology.

Faculty and students alike had the wimost respect and admination fon Fernandus Payne. He was @ curious mixture
of foughness and tenderness: uncompromising about academic standands, Lolerant in pleading a student’s cause,
gentle in nevealing his deep appreciation of the beauty in nature.

In necognition of Dean Payne's distinguished service fo Indiana Univeasdity and to his profession, be it resofved
fhat Hiis memonial resolution become part of the minutes of the Bloomingfon Facultfy Councid and that copies be
sent to his son, Thomas Payne, and fo memberns of his family.

William R. Breneman
Tracy M. Sonneboin
Ruth V., Dippell, chainperson






