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EDUCATION   
 

1998 - 2002 

UNIVERSITY of ILLINOIS at URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
Ph. D. in Anthropology (October 2002) 

• Emphasis: Socio-cultural anthropology 
Minor areas: Medical anthropology, Anthropology of Russia and E. Europe, 
Development 

• Chair of dissertation committee: Dr. William F. Kelleher, Jr. 
• Dissertation:“Civil” Societies and “Evil” States: Ambiguities of Women’s NGO Organizing and 
Patriarchy in Post-Soviet Ukraine. 

 
1994 - 1997 

UNIVERSITY of ILLINOIS at URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
M. A. in Anthropology (December 1997) 

• Emphasis: Socio-cultural anthropology, Medical Anthropology, Symbolic Anthropology 
• Thesis: If Only Radiation Were Red: Symbols of Chernobyl. 

 
1989 - 1993 

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
B. A. Magna cum Laude in Russian and Anthropology (August 1993) 

 

1993 

MOSCOW STATE UNIVERSITY 
Exchange Student, Department of Philology (Feb. – July 1993) 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE    
 

April 2013 to Present  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

Professor of Anthropology (since April 1, 2013) 
• Awarded tenure and promoted to the rank of Associate Professor (effective July 1, 2009). 
Assistant Professor (August 2003 to 2009) 
• Teaching and research in the broad area of sociocultural anthropology, medical 
anthropology, anthropology of Russia and East Europe 

 
January 2015 to Present 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

Director, Russian and East European Institute 
 

2013 to Present 
Consultant and country (Ukraine) expert and witness in immigration cases 

 

January 2003 – May 2003 
SEWANEE, THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
 

January – December 2002 
UNIVERSITY of ILLINOIS at URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Russian and East European Studies 
 

January – May 2001 
UNIVERSITY of ILLINOIS at URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

Visiting Lecturer of Anthropology 
 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS           

2017  Award for Outstanding Service, Institute for International Education Scholar Rescue Fund   

 

2015  Outstanding Achievement Award, Association for Women in Slavic Studies (AWSS) 

 
2011  Honorable Mention, 2011 Heldt Prize competition for the best book by a woman in any area  
  of Slavic/Eastern European/Eurasian studies (AWSS); 
 

Honorable Mention, Harvard University’s 2011 Davis Center Book Prize for an outstanding 
monograph published on Russia, Eurasia, or Eastern Europe in anthropology, political science, 
sociology, or geography (Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies 
(ASEEES) 
 

2008 Co-winner of the American Association for Ukrainian Studies (AAUS) Prize for Best Book in the 
fields of Ukrainian history, politics, language, literature, and culture 
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RESEARCH   
 

Current Research Interests 
 

Geographical Areas of Specialization: Central and Eastern Europe; the Former Soviet Union, especially Ukraine 
and Russia; U.S. 

 
Topical Interests: medical anthropology, disability studies, gender studies, HIV-AIDS, addiction, Chernobyl, 
civil society and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), development, cultural diplomacy, Cold War 
studies. 

 

Languages 
 

Russian: fluent in reading, writing, and speaking (OPI rating: Superior) 

Ukrainian: proficient in speaking, reading 

 

PUBLICATIONS   
 

BOOKS AND EDITED VOLUMES 

 

2021 Инвалидность и мобильное гражданство в постсоветской Украине (2nd edition). 
Харьков: Харьковский национальный университет имеми В.Н. Каразина. 

2018 Инвалидность и мобильное гражданство в постсоветской Украине (1st edition). 
Предисловие Е. Ярской-Смирновы, перевод с англ. З Баблояна, О. Филипповой. Харьков: 
Харьковский национальный университет имеми В.Н. Каразина.  

2011 Disability and Mobile Citizenship in Postsocialist Ukraine. Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press. 

 

Reviewed in: 
Disability & Society (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09687599.2011.653107) 
H-Disability     (http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=32031) 

The scholarly weblog Somatosphere (http://somatosphere.net/2012/04/sarah-phillips-  disability-and-
mobile-citizenship-in-postsocialist-ukraine.html) 

Anthropology East Europe Review 
(https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/4427)  

 

2010 Initiator, consultant, and contributor on translated volume Znova v dorohu: Posibnyk s dohliadu 
z spynal’nymy khvorymy (Back on Track: A handbook for those learning to live with a 
spinal cord injury). Kyiv: Ros’ (in Ukrainian). 

 

2008 Women’s Social Activism in the New Ukraine: Development and the Politics of 
Differentiation. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

 

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=32031
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Reviewed in American Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, Association for Women in Slavic Studies 
Newsletter, Choice Reviews Online, Europe-Asia Studies, H-Net Reviews in the Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Europe, Political and Legal Anthropology Review 
(PoLAR), Russian Review, Slavic Review, Women’s Review of Books, The Ukrainian Weekly, and the 
Bowling Green Daily News 

 

2005 Organizer and special editor of a special theme issue of Ethnos, entitled “Postsocialist 
Governmentalities and Subjectivities” (Vol. 70, No. 4). 

 

ETHNOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY 
 

2004 Shapes in the Wax: Tradition and Faith among Folk Medicine Practitioners in Rural 
Ukraine, ethnographic documentary film (55 min.). Available at  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW2Caxir5EM 

 

Reviewed in Medical Anthropology Quarterly 
 

REFEREED ARTICLES 
 
2021 J. Owczarzak, A. Kazi, A. Mazhnaya, P. Alpatova, T. Zub, O. Filippova, and S.D. Phillips, "You're  

nobody without a piece of paper:" Visibility, the state, and access to services among women who use  
drugs in Ukraine. Social Science & Medicine 269:1-9. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.113563 

 
2020 Tamara Martsenyuk and Sarah D. Phillips, “Talking About Sexual Violence in Post-Maidan Ukraine:  

Analysis of the Online Campaign #IAmNotAfriadToSayIt.” Sexuality & Culture, First Online: 02  
January 2020. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12119-019-09694-4 

 
2019 Owczarzak, J., Nguyen, T., Mazhnaya, A., Phillips, S., Filippova, O., Alpatova, P., Zub, T.,  
 Aleksanyan, R.  “Outcome Evaluation of a Bottom-Up, ‘Common Factors’ Approach to  
 Developing HIV Prevention Interventions in Ukraine.” Drug and Alcohol Dependence 199:18-26. DOI:  

10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2019.02.015 
   
2018 Jill Owczarzak, Sarah D. Phillips, and Woo Jeong Cho, “ ‘Pure’ Drug Users, Commercial Sex  
 Workers, and ‘Ordinary Girls’: Gendered Narratives of HIV Risk and Prevention in Post-Soviet  
 Ukraine.” Culture, Health & Sexuality 20(11): 1171-1184. DOI: 10.1080/13691058.2017.1421708 
 
  2017  Sarah D. Phillips and Jill Owczarzak, “HIV prevention, precarity, and fragmented landscapes of  

service provision in Ukraine.” Medical Anthropology Theory 4(2). 
http://www.medanthrotheory.org/read/7172/hiv-prevention-precarity-and-fragmented-landscapes-
of-service-provision-in-ukraine 

 
2016 Owczarzak, J., S.D. Phillips, O. Filippova, P. Alpatova, A. Mazhnaya, T. Zub, and R. Aleksanyan. 

“A ‘Common Factors’ Approach to Developing Culturally Tailored HIV Prevention Interventions.” 
Health Education & Behavior 43(3): 347-357. DOI: 10.1177/1090198115602665. 

 
2015 Jill Owczarzak, Mikhail Karelin, and Sarah D. Phillips, “A View from the Frontlines in 

Slavyansk, Ukraine: HIV Prevention, Drug Treatment, and Help for People Who Use Drugs in a 
Conflict Zone.” International Journal of Drug Policy 26(1). Available at 
http://www.ijdp.org/article/S0955-3959%2814%2900333-8/abstract 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW2Caxir5EM
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.113563
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12119-019-09694-4
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2017.1421708
http://www.medanthrotheory.org/read/7172/hiv-prevention-precarity-and-fragmented-landscapes-of-service-provision-in-ukraine
http://www.medanthrotheory.org/read/7172/hiv-prevention-precarity-and-fragmented-landscapes-of-service-provision-in-ukraine
http://www.ijdp.org/article/S0955-3959%2814%2900333-8/abstract
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2014 “The Women’s Squad in Ukraine’s protests: Feminism, nationalism, and militarism on the 
Maidan” American Ethnologist 41(3): 414-426. Available at  
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/amet.12093/abstract 

 

 Jill Owczarzak and Sarah D. Phillips, “Responsibility, Trust, and Transformation in Ukrainian 
 Public Health” Perspectives on Europe 44(2). 
 

Jill Owczarzak, Olga Filippova, and Sarah D. Phillips, “A novel, bottom-up approach to  
promote evidence-based HIV prevention for people who inject drugs in Ukraine: Protocol for the 
MICT (“Bridge”) HIV Prevention Exchange Project.” Implementation Science 9:18. 
Available at http://www.implementationscience.com/content/9/1/18 

2012 “Representations of disability in print news media in postsocialist Ukraine.” Disability & Society 
27(4):487-502. 

 
“Implications of EU Accession for Disability Rights Legislation and Housing in Bulgaria, 
Romania, Croatia, and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.” Journal of Disability 
Policy Studies 23(1):26-38. doi:10.1177/1044207311414681. 

 
2011 “EU Disability Policy and Implications of EU Accession for Disability Rights in Education and 

Employment in Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia, and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.” 
Journal of Disability Policy Studies 22(4):206-217. doi:10.1177/1044207311414710. 

 
2009 “‘There Are No Invalids in the USSR!’ A Missing Soviet Chapter in the New Disability 

History.” Disability Studies Quarterly 29(3). Available at 

http://www.dsq-sds.org/article/view/936/1111 
 

2005 “Will the Market Set Them Free? Women, NGOs, and Social Enterprise in Ukraine.” Human 
Organization 64(3):251-264. 

“Postsocialist Governmentalities and Subjectivities: An Introduction.” Ethnos 70(4):437-442. “Civil 

Society and Healing: Theorizing Women’s Social Activism in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” 

Ethnos 70(4):489-514. 
 
2004 “Chernobyl’s Sixth Sense: The Symbolism of an Ever-Present Awareness.”  Anthropology and 

Humanism 29(2):159-185. 
 

“Women and Development in Postsocialism: Theory and Power East and West.” Southern 
Anthropologist 30(1):19-37. 

 

“Waxing Like the Moon: Women Folk Healers in Rural Western Ukraine.” Folklorica 9(1):13- 
45. Available at https://journals.ku.edu/index.php/folklorica/article/view/3744/3583 
 

2002 “Half-Lives and Healthy Bodies: Discourses on ‘Contaminated’ Foods and Healing in Post- 
Chernobyl Ukraine.” Food and Foodways 10(1-2):27-53. Available at  
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/FOF-sp-issue.pdf 

 

1997 “Romani Naming Systems as Multiple Strategies.” The Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society 
7(1):27-38. 

 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/amet.12093/abstract
http://www.implementationscience.com/content/9/1/18
http://www.dsq-sds.org/article/view/936/1111
https://journals.ku.edu/index.php/folklorica/article/view/3744/3583
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/FOF-sp-issue.pdf
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REFEREED BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
2018 Owczarzak, Jill, Sarah D. Phillips, and Olga Filippova. “ Finding and Reforming the (In)visible State: 

Nongovernmental Organizations and the Response to HIV in Ukraine”. Structural Dynamics of HIV: Risk, 
Resilience and Response, ed. Deanna Kerrigan and Clare Barrington, pp. 195-211. Springer.  

 

2013 “Citizens or ‘Dead Souls?’ An anthropological perspective on disability and citizenship in post- 
Soviet Ukraine.” Disability in Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union: History, policy and 
everyday life, ed. Michael Rasell and Elena Iarskaia-Smirnova, pp. 165-183. Routledge. 

 

2012 “Citizenship and Human Mobility: Disability and the ‘Etatization’ of Soviet and post-Soviet 
Space.” Russia in Motion: Essays on the Politics, Society and Culture of Human Mobility, 
1850-Present, ed. John Randolph and Eugene M. Avrutin, pp. 253-272. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press. 

 
“Gender and Social Worth in Post-Soviet Ukrainian Civil Society.”  Gender, Politics and Society 
in Ukraine, ed. Olena Hankivsky and Anastasiya Salnykova, pp. 180-203. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press. 

 
2011 “Prove it to Me: The Life of a Jewish Social Activist in Ukraine.”  The Many Faces of Women in 

Today’s Ukraine, ed. Marian J. Rubchak, pp. 65-87. Oxford: Berghahn. 
 
2010 “Disability, Sexuality, and Masculinity in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” Sexuality and Disability Research: Sexual 

Politics, Identity, Access and Policy, ed. Russell Shuttleworth and Teela Sanders, pp. 99-120. Leeds: The 
Disability Press. 

 
OTHER BOOK CHAPTERS 
 

2019 “A Parallel World.” The Other Side of the Moon—What We Don’t Know About Disability: Theory,  

 Representation, Practice, eds. Elena Nosenko-Stein and Alexandra Kurlenkova, pp. 223-273. Moscow:  

MBA Publishers (In Russian). Full text of book available at 
http://static.iea.ras.ru/news/Obratnaya_storona_luny.pdf 

 

 2017 “EU Accession and Disability Rights in Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia, and Macedonia.” The Challenges of  

 European Governance in the Age of Economic Stagnation, Immigration, and Refugees, ed. Henry F.  

 Carey, pp. 209-226. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 
 

2008 “‘Survivor’ in Ukraine: Living Disability in a Post-Soviet State.” Rehabilitation of Persons with  
Disabilities, ed. Kishorekumar Bhanushali, pp. 189-208. Andhra Pradesh, India: Icfai University Press. 

 
2005 “Half-Lives and Healthy Bodies: Discourses on ‘Contaminated’ Foods and Healing in Post- 

Chernobyl Ukraine. The Cultural Politics of Food and Eating, ed. James L. Watson and Melissa 

L. Caldwell, pp. 286-298. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. 
 
2001 “Shapes in the Wax: Babki-Sheptukhi (Folk Healers), Their Craft, and Their Roles in Ukrainian 

Village Society.” Kulturni Hrona Dnistra (Cultural Chronicles of the Dnister), ed. Valentin 

Stetsyk, pp. 55-69. Ivano-Frankivs’k: Lileya (in Ukrainian). 
 
OTHER PUBLISHED ARTICLES, ESSAYS, REPORTS 

 
2019 “Die Inklusion von Menschen mit Behinderung in der Ukraine” (“The Inclusion of People with  

http://static.iea.ras.ru/news/Obratnaya_storona_luny.pdf
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Disabilities in Ukraine.” Ukraine Analysen, January 22, 2019; Nr. 211, pp. 2-4. Available at  
http://www.laender-analysen.de/ukraine/pdf/UkraineAnalysen211.pdf   

 
2018 Series of scholarly blog articles on the writings of Kurt Vonnegut from the perspective of cultural  
 anthropology and Russian studies, part of “Salo University,” an undertaking of 9 faculty members  
 and the IUB Public Humanities Project: https://salo.iu.edu/index.php/portfolio/sarah-philips/ 
 
2016 “The Paralympic Games’ Cinderella Story: Ukraine,” All the Russias Blog, NYU Jordan Center,  
 September 29, 2016. Available at http://jordanrussiacenter.org/news/paralympic-games-cinderella-
 story-ukraine/#.Wqbk13eZPq0 
 
2015 Sarah D. Phillips and Jill Owczarzak, “War, Escalating Vulnerabilities, and Service Delivery in  

Ukraine.” Newsnet 55(5):1-5, October 2015. Available at 
http://www.aseees.org/sites/default/files/downloads/15-10newsnet.pdf 

 

2014 “Guest post: ‘Things are just beginning for us:’ Ukrainian perspectives on the Maidan protests.”  
 Indiana University Press Blog, March 14, 2014. Available at  
 http://iupress.typepad.com/blog/2014/03/guest-post-things-are-just-beginning-for-us-ukrainian-   
 perspectives.html. 
 

2013 “Fukushima is Not Chernobyl? Don’t be so sure.” Feature essay in honor of the 2nd anniversary 
of the Tohuku earthquake and tsunami on Somatosphere, a collaborative scholarly website 
covering the intersections of medical anthropology, science and technology studies, cultural 
psychiatry, psychology and bioethics, March 11, 2013. 

 
Available at http://somatosphere.net/2013/03/fukushima-is-not-chernobyl-dont-be-so-sure.html 
Republished on Counterpunch: http://www.counterpunch.org/2013/03/15/fukushima-isnt-  
chernobyl/ 
Republished in Society for Applied Anthropology News (pp. 17-21), May 2013:  
http://www.sfaa.net/newsletter/may13nl.pdf 

 

2012 Women with Disabilities in the Europe and Eurasia Region. Washington, D.C.: USAID. (99 
pp.)Available at  
https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLT
kxNjk  tZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&rID=MzIyNjI3 

 

“Disability, Sexuality, and Masculinity in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” The Journal of Social Policy 
Studies 10(2):235-258. (in Russian) 

 

“The Space of Disability Rights Activism in Postsocialist Ukraine: NGOs and Civil Society between 
the Local and the Global.” The Journal of Social Policy Studies, special issue on the History of 
Disabilities 10(1):43-60. (in Russian) 

 
“An Illustrated Guide to the Post-Catastrophe Future” (with Sarah Ostaszewski). Anthropology of East Europe 
Review, special issue on “Memories, Commemorations, and Representations of Chernobyl” 
30(1):127-140. Available at  
http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/2005/1966 

 

2011 “Chernobyl Forever.” Invited feature essay in honor of the 25th anniversary of the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster on Somatosphere, a collaborative scholarly website covering the intersections of 
medical anthropology, science and technology studies, cultural psychiatry, psychology and 
bioethics. Available at http://somatosphere.net/2011/04/chernobyl-forever.html 

http://www.laender-analysen.de/ukraine/pdf/UkraineAnalysen211.pdf
https://salo.iu.edu/index.php/portfolio/sarah-philips/
http://jordanrussiacenter.org/news/paralympic-games-cinderella-
http://jordanrussiacenter.org/news/paralympic-games-cinderella-
http://www.aseees.org/sites/default/files/downloads/15-10newsnet.pdf
http://iupress.typepad.com/blog/2014/03/guest-post-things-are-just-beginning-for-us-ukrainian-perspectives.html
http://iupress.typepad.com/blog/2014/03/guest-post-things-are-just-beginning-for-us-ukrainian-perspectives.html
http://somatosphere.net/2013/03/fukushima-is-not-chernobyl-dont-be-so-sure.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/2013/03/15/fukushima-isnt-chernobyl/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2013/03/15/fukushima-isnt-chernobyl/
http://www.sfaa.net/newsletter/may13nl.pdf
https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLTkxNjktZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&amp;rID=MzIyNjI3
https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLTkxNjktZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&amp;rID=MzIyNjI3
https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLTkxNjktZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&amp;rID=MzIyNjI3
http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/2005/1966
http://somatosphere.net/2011/04/chernobyl-forever.html
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2009 “Civil Society and Disability Rights in Post-Soviet Ukraine: NGOs and Prospects for 

Change.” Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies 16(1):275-291. 
 

2008 “Women’s Social Activism in the New Ukraine: Development and the Politics of Differentiation.” 
European Studies Forum 38(2):78-84. 

 
2006 “Reflections on Teaching Anthropology through the Case Study.” The Anthropology of East 

Europe Review 24(1):103-106. Available at  
http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/291/367 

 

2005 “Teaching Anthropology and Cultural History.” Antropologicheskii forum/Forum for 
Anthropology and Culture Vol. 3, pp. 101-108 (in Russian). 

 
“Folk Medicine Rituals in Rural Western Ukraine: Babky-Sheptukhi.” Etnichna Istoria Narodiv 
Evropy (Ethnic History of Peoples of Europe) Vol. 20, pp. 107-116 (in Ukrainian). 

 

2000 “NGOs in Ukraine: The Makings of a Women’s Space?” The Anthropology of East Europe 
Review 18(2):23-29. 

Available at http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/493/600 
 

REFEREED POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 
2016 Mazhnaya, Alyona, Sarah Phillips, Olga Filippova, Ruzanna Aleksanyan, Tanya Zub, Polina  
 Alpatova, and Jill Owczarzak. Feasibility of “Common Factors” Bottom-up Approach in Developing  
 Evidence-Based Interventions. 9th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and  
 Implementation in Health. December 14-15, 2016. Washington, DC. 
 

ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES 
 
2008 “Russians.” The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture, Volume 6 (Ethnicity), ed. Celeste Ray, 

pp. 215-216. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 
 

2004 “Ukrainians.” Encyclopedia of Sex and Gender: Men and Women in the World’s Cultures, ed. 
Carol R. Ember and Melvin Ember, pp. 930-938. Kluwer/Plenum and HRAF. 

 
WORKING MANUSCRIPTS and PAPERS 

 
Kurt Vonnegut in the USSR, book manuscript in progress about Kurt Vonnegut’s popularity and cultural 
legacy in the USSR 
 
The Translator, book manuscript in progress, a biography of the Soviet translator Raisa Rait-Kovaleva (Rita 
Rait). 

 
“Moral Economies of Care and Women Who Use Drugs in Ukraine,” research article with Amy Allen and 
Jill Owczarzak  

 
ADDITIONAL CONSULTANCIES 

 
2011-2012 Lead consultant and author for USAID research report on Women with Disabilities in the 

European and Eurasian Region. Duties: coordinate research efforts of 16 researchers in 

http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/291/367
http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/article/view/493/600
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12 countries; design data collection instruments; synthesize research findings and existing 
literature; provide recommendations to missions; complete 99-page research report. 
 

2011 Content consultant for high school textbook by Marcia Amidon Lusted, Essential Events: 
The Chernobyl Disaster. Edina, MN: ABDO Consulting Group, Inc. 

 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS   

 
2019-21  Principal Investigator, Carnegie Corporation of New York Grant, “For expanding and  

enriching the study of Russia in the social sciences at Indiana University”  
 
2020 College Arts and Humanities Institute Research Travel Grant for research project “The Translator”  

(the life and legacy of Rita Rait) 
 

2019 Travel fellowship from OVPIA; selected as fellow for IU’s faculty exchange with National Research  
 University Higher School of Economics, Saint Petersburg (June 3-July 1, 2019) 
 
 Faculty Research Grant from Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International Studies for  

“Searching for Comrade Vonnegut” 
 

REEI Mellon Faculty Grant for research project “Searching for Comrade Vonnegut” 
 
2017-2019 Co-Investigator, National Institutes of Health (NIH) award 1R21DA040969-01A1, “Exploring  
  gendered access to drug and HIV services in Ukraine to improve programs for women” (PI Dr. Jill  
  Owczarzak, Assistant Professor of Health, Behavior and Society, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School  
  of Public Health)  
 
2016-2019 Principal Investigator, Carnegie Corporation of New York Grant # G-16-53803, “For  
  expanding and enriching the study of Russia in the social sciences at Indiana University”  
 

2012-2017 Co-Investigator. National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), PEPFAR (President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief), “A Novel, Bottom-up Approach to Promote Evidence-
Based HIV Prevention for IDUs” (PI Dr. Jill Owczarzak, Assistant Professor of Health, 
Behavior and Society, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health)  

 
  2016  College Arts and Humanities Institute Workshop Grant for 2017 SOYUZ (Society for Postsocialist  
  Cultural Studies) symposium at IUB 
  
2015 College Arts and Humanities Institute Workshop Grant for In Light Human Rights 

Documentary Film Festival at Indiana University (Festival Director Alexandra Cotofana) 

 
2011 College Arts and Humanities Institute Workshop Grant for interdisciplinary workshop 

“Therapeutic Encounters: Emerging research in health and medicine in Eastern Europe” (with 
Bryan McCormick, Dept. of Recreation, Tourism, and Leisure Studies, IU School of Public Health) 

 
Russian and East European Institute Curriculum Development Mellon Foundation Grant for 
work on the revision of “Seminar in Medical Anthropology” so as to incorporate at least 25% 
Russian and East European area content 
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2010 Office of the Vice Provost for Research, Indiana University, Grant-in-Aid for project 

“Stimulating the Student Body: Off-Label use of Prescription Psychostimulants as Study 
Aids” 

 
2009 Academic Fellowship Program Non-Resident International Scholar Fellowship, Open 

Society Institute’s International Higher Education Support Program, AY 2009-2010 
 
2008 SSRC Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, for project, “Mobile Citizens: Disability, 

Citizenship, and Civil Society in Ukraine,” spring 2008 
 

College Arts and Humanities Institute Faculty Fellowship, for project “Mobile Citizens: 
Disability, Citizenship, and Civil Society in Ukraine,” fall 2008 

 
College Arts and Humanities Institute Conference Grant (with David Ransel) for symposium 
“Everyday Life in Russia: Strategies, Subjectivities and Perspectives” 
Office of Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculties Multidisciplinary Ventures and Seminars 
Fund Grant (with David Ransel) for symposium “Everyday Life in Russia: Strategies, 
Subjectivities and Perspectives” 

 
2006 Summer Stipend, Office of the Vice President for Research, Indiana University, for project 

“Mobile Citizens: The Politics and Poetics of Disability in Post-Soviet Ukraine” 
 

International Research and Exchanges Board Short-Term Grant (IREX/IARO) for project 
“Mobile Citizens: The Politics and Poetics of Disability in Post-Soviet Ukraine,” September 1- 
October 15, 2006 

 

2005 NEH Collaborative Humanities Fellowship (ACTR/ACCELS), with Oleg M. Poloziuk, for 
project “Disability Politics in Soviet and Post-Soviet Ukraine: Changing Trajectories of 
Difference, Empowerment, and Citizenship,” April 1-August 1, 2005 

 
New Frontiers in the Arts and Humanities Exploration Traveling Fellowship (Office of the Vice 
President for Research, Indiana University) 

 
2004 Alternate: SSRC Eurasia Program Teaching Fellowship, to develop a new course entitled, 

“Chernobyl: Legacies of a Meltdown” 
 

Instructional Media Development Grant (Indiana University ISS Media Production), to subtitle a 
Ukrainian video on disability for classroom use, “Na Kolesakh” (On Wheels) 

 
Conference, Performance, and Workshop Grant (Indiana University College Arts and Humanities 
Institute) 

 

Summer fellowship, Dean of Faculties, Indiana University 
 
2003/2004 Discretionary grant for production of ethnographic video, “Shapes in the Wax: Tradition 

and Faith among Folk Medicine Practitioners in Rural Ukraine,” Indiana University 
Instructional Support Services Media Production 

 
2003 Discretionary grant for summer research in Ukraine, Indiana University 
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2003 Faculty development grant for summer research, The University of the South (declined) 

2001  The American Association of University Women Educational Foundation, American 

Dissertation Fellowship for the 2001-2002 academic year 
 
2001 Dissertation Completion Fellowship, The Graduate College, University of Illinois at Urbana- 

Champaign, for the 2001-2002 academic year 
 
2001 The Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, Dissertation Grant in Women’s Studies, 

spring semester 
 

1999 Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education for dissertation research in Kyiv, Ukraine, January to December 

 
1998 The International Research and Exchanges Board Individual Advanced Research Opportunities 

Grant for dissertation research in Kyiv, Ukraine 
 
1997 University Fellowship, The Graduate College, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

spring semester 
 
1996 Joseph Casagrande Award for Best Summer Research Proposal, Department of Anthropology, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
1996 Foreign Language and Area Studies Grant [FLAS] to study Ukrainian at the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, fall semester 
 

1996 National Science Foundation, Summer Research Grant for preliminary dissertation research 
in Kyiv, Ukraine 

 
1996 The Graduate College, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Dissertation Travel Grant for 

preliminary dissertation research in Kyiv, Ukraine 
 
1996 The Russian and East European Center, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Alumni 

Scholarship for preliminary dissertation research in Kyiv, Ukraine, June to August 
 
1995 Foreign Language and Area Studies Grant [FLAS] to study Russian and Ukrainian at the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for the 1995-1996 academic year 
 
1995 The Social Science Research Council, Summer Study Abroad Fellowship to study Ukrainian at 

the University of the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, Kyiv, Ukraine 
 

1994 Foreign Language and Area Studies Grant [FLAS] to study Russian at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for the 1994-1995 academic year 

INVITED PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS   
 

2020 “American Literary and Cultural Diplomacy During the Cold War: Kurt Vonnegut in the USSR,”  
invited lecture for U.S. National Resource Center REE Area Studies Lecture Series, October 7, 2020.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM9CgNTgIB8&feature=youtu.be.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM9CgNTgIB8&feature=youtu.be
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2018 Invited presentation of Russian-language book, Disability and Mobile Citizenship in Postsocialist  
 Ukraine, for European University of Saint Petersburg, November 22, 2018, at Poriadok Slov  
 bookstore. 
 

Invited lecture at Department of Anthropology, European University of Saint Petersburg, November  
 20: “How Collaborative, Bottom-Up Interventions Can Produce Effective Health Interventions:  
 Medical Anthropology and the Case of HIV Prevention in Ukraine.” 
 

Invited presentation of Russian-language book, Disability and Mobile Citizenship in Postsocialist  
 Ukraine, National Research University Higher School of Economics, Moscow, November 17, 2018. 
 

Invited lecture at Sociological Department, Karazin National University, Kharkiv, Ukraine, November  
 14, 2018: “Methods and Ethics of Conducting Research in Socio-Cultural Anthropology: Case Studies  
 from the Field in Ukraine, 1996-2018.” 
 

Keynote Address at Annual Conference “Sociological Readings” of the Ukrainian Sociological  
Association, Kharkiv, Ukraine, November 14, 2018: “The Language of Sociology and the Language of  
Anthropology: Complementary or Conflicting?” 

 
 Invited presentation at America House (US Embassy), Kyiv, Ukraine, November 13, 2018: “A  
 Cultural History of the Ukrainian Disability Rights Movement.”  
 
2016 Invited lecture at Ivy Tech Community College, Bloomington, IN, November 14, 2016. Talk title:  
 “Anthropology and/of Health: How Collaborative, Bottom-up Approaches Can Produce Effective  
 Health Interventions—The Case of HIV Prevention in Ukraine.” 
 

Invited lecture at Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, September 29, 2016. Talk title: “Anthropology  
and/of Health: How Collaborative, Bottom-up Approaches Can Produce Effective Health  
Interventions—The Case of HIV Prevention in Ukraine.” 
 

Invited lecture at the Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies, University of Michigan, 
Noon-time lecture series, September 14, 2016. Talk title: “The Past, Present, and Future of Disability Rights 
in Ukraine.”  

 
 Invited presenter at the Eighth World Archaeology Congress (WAC-8), on the panel “Voices from 

Fukushima: Archaeology and Cultural Heritage on the Frontline of Natural and Anthropic Disasters,” 
August 28 – September 2, 2016, Kyoto, Japan. Talk title: “Chernobyl’s Cultural Effects and Challenges for 
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Work.” 

  
Invited speaker for “Ukraine after Maidan,” the 40th Educator Outreach Conference on Slavic, East 
European, and Eurasian Studies, University of California, Berkeley, April 30, 2016. Talk title: “The Human 
and Social Costs of the War in Ukraine.” 

 
 Invited speaker for “Global Legacies of Chernobyl: A Conversation about Nuclear Power, Health, Culture, 

and Literature on the 30th Anniversary of the World’s Worst Nuclear Catastrophe,” REEI, School of Global 
and International Studies, Indiana University, April 22, 2016. Talk title: “The Chernobyl Disaster’s Global 
Cultural Fallout.”  

 
 Invited speaker for the symposium “Critical Contexts of the Ukraine Conflict: Uncommon Perspectives,” at 

the Petro Jacyk Program and the Center for Russian and East European Studies at the Munk School of 
Global Affairs, University of Toronto, April 1, 2016. Talk title: “Disability, Gender and Citizenship in War-
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Torn Ukraine.” 
 
Invited speaker for Center for Russia, East European and Central Asia (CREECA) Lecture Series at U of 
Wisconsin, Madison, February 18, 2016. Lecture title: “Collaborative, Bottom-Up Approaches to Health 
Ethnography and HIV Prevention Development: Results of the ‘Bridge’ project in Ukraine.” 

    2014 Invited presenter for International Seminar, “Changing Family Relations in Global Perspective,” 
St. Petersburg Higher School of Economics, St. Petersburg, Russia, April 24-26, 2014. Paper 
title: “Family and Kinship in Context of Disability: A View from the Post-Soviet World.” 

 
2013 Invited speaker for the Environment and Society Speakers Series at Luther College, September 

19-20, 2013. Paper title: “Fukushima is not Chernobyl? Don’t be so sure.” 
 
2012 Invited presenter for the 2nd Annual Conference of the Ukrainian Sociological Association, 

Kharkiv National University, Kharkiv, Ukraine, Nov. 16, 2012. Roundtable title: “The 
‘Bridge’ Project: Ukrainian-American Exchange of HIV Prevention Models, Theories, and 
Practices.” Presentation title: “‘NGOgraphy’ in Ukraine. Between the Local and the 
Global.” 

 

Invited presenter at the 21st International Seminar on Social Welfare in Asia and the Pacific 
Rim, “Social Worker Training for Disaster Response,” Japan College of Social Work/Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Research Institute, Tokyo, Japan, Oct. 28-Nov. 5, 
2012. 

 
Invited Colloquium Speaker, Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies Colloquia  
Series, Miami University of Ohio, Oct. 22, 2012. Paper title: “Disability, Citizenship, and the Nation- 
State in Post-Socialist Ukraine.” 

 
Invited keynote speaker for the Higher Education Support Program (HESP) symposium on 
“(Re)Thinking Disability in Central Asia,” Center for Social Policy and Gender Studies (Moscow) 
and Central Asia Research and Training Initiatives (CARTI), Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, Sept. 20-25, 
2012. 

 

Presentation titles: “What roles can NGOs and scholars play in (Re)thinking disability?” and 
“Disability in the news: best practices for journalists in post-soviet spaces.” 

 
Invited participant in the workshop “Medical Pluralism in Soviet and Post-Soviet Eurasia,” 
University of Chicago, March 2, 2012. 

 
2011 Invited presenter at the 2011 Interdisciplinary Conference “Landscapes of Ukraine,” at the 

Pennsylvania State University, October 7-8, 2011. Paper title: “Rejuvenation of the Chernobyl Zone 
of Alienation.” 

 
Invited speaker at the 2011 Institute for Curriculum and Campus Internationalization, Center for the 
Study of Global Change, Indiana University, May 23, 2011. Presentation title: “Chernobyl’s Long 
Shadow: The Health and Cultural Fallout of a Nuclear Disaster 25 Years Later.” 

 
Invited workshop leader at the 2011 Midwest Slavic K-12 Teacher Workshop at the Center for 
Slavic and East European Studies, Ohio State University, April 16, 2011. Presentation titles: 
“Chernobyl Forever? The Health and Social/Political Effects of a Nuclear Disaster,” and “The 
Cultural Fallout of Chernobyl at Home and Abroad.” 
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Invited presenter at the International Conference “After Chernobyl,” Zentrum für Zeithistorische 
Forschung, Potsdam, Germany, April 7-8, 2011. Paper title: “Disability, Reproduction, and Mobile 
Citizenship in Post-socialist Ukraine.” 

 
2010 Invited talk at the Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies at the University of 

Michigan, November 10, 2010. Talk title: “Disability, Citizenship, and Kinship in Postsocialist 
Ukraine.” 

 
Invited speaker at the Far Away Places speakers series of the Western Kentucky University 
Libraries, September 16, 2010. Talk title: “Stories from Rights Movements in Ukraine.” Podcast 
available at http://library.blog.wku.edu/2010/09/13/far-away-places-presents-sarah-d-phillips/. 

 

Invited participant in the symposium Everyday Life in Russia, Indiana University, May 13-15, 
2010.  Paper title: “Mobile Citizenship: Disability and Spatial Politics in the Socialist and 
Postsocialist State.” 

 

Invited presentation for the 2010 Discipline Group Meeting of the Open Society Institute’s 
Academic Fellowship Program, Antalya, Turkey, April 30-May 3, 2010. Presentation title: 
“Scholarly Communication and Publishing.” 

 
2009 Invited instructor at Indiana University’s 2009 Mini-University: “Chernobyl Forever: The 

Cultural and Political Fallout of a Nuclear Disaster,” June 25, 2009. 
 

Invited participant in the symposium Russia’s Role in Human Mobility: Historical and 
Contemporary Perspectives, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, June 18-20, 2009.  
Paper title: “Citizenship and Human Mobility: Disability and the ‘Etatization’ of Soviet and post- 
Soviet Space.” 

 

Invited public lecture at the University of Kentucky, “‘For the People:’ Disability, Citizenship 
and (Re)presenting the Self in Post-Soviet Ukraine,” April 10, 2009. 

 

Invited presenter for the panel “Perfection and Imperfection in the Age of the Genome,” as part 
of the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange Residency at Indiana U, February 18, 2009. Presentation 
title: “Perfection and Imperfection: A Ukrainian Disability Play in Three Acts.” 

 
2008 Invited talk at Miami University, The Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies, 

“Women’s Social Activism in the New Ukraine,” October 10, 2008. 
 

Invited presenter at Indiana University’s 2008 International Studies Summer Institute, “The 
Russian Film, ‘The Italian,’” July 24, 2008. 

 
Invited instructor at Indiana University’s 2008 Mini-University:  “Learning from Elders in 
Ethnographic Encounters: Ukrainian Folk Healers Decipher ‘Shapes in the Wax’ to Soothe Body 
and Soul,” June 16-20, 2008. 

 
Invited talk at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Public Health, for the 
Health and Human Rights Lecture Series, entitled “Making it Real: Disability Rights and 
Wrongs in Postsocialist Eastern Europe,” April 18, 2008. 

 
Invited participant in symposium “Operationalizing Global Governance,” Indiana University 

http://library.blog.wku.edu/2010/09/13/far-away-places-presents-sarah-d-phillips/
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School of Law-Bloomington (Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies), March 19-21, 2008. 
Paper title: “Civil Society and Disability Rights in Post-Soviet Ukraine: NGOs, Transnational 
Advocacy, and Prospects for Change.” 

 
2007 Invited talk at the University of Pittsburgh on “Chernobyl 4-Ever: The Cultural and Medical 

Fallout of a Nuclear Disaster,” April 13, 2007. 
 

Invited participant in symposium “Challenges, Choices and Context: Health Behaviors in Eastern 
Europe and Eurasia,” University of Texas, Austin, March 23-24, 2007.  Paper title: “‘Survivor’ 

in Ukraine: Living Disability in a Post-Soviet State.” 
 
2006 Featured guest for a half-hour television special in Kharkiv, Ukraine called “Visitor,” on the channel 

“Forum.”  The interview, called “Ukraine through the eyes of America,” focused on issues of 
disability, NGOs, and social welfare reform in Ukraine (September 19, 2006). 

 
Invited talk at DePauw University on “Of Fortunes, Fumigation, and Faith: Women’s Syncretic 
Healing Practices in Modern-Day Ukrainian Villages,” February 27, 2006. 

 
2005 Screening and Q & A of Shapes in the Wax: Tradition and Faith among Folk Medicine 

Practitioners in Rural Ukraine, ethnographic documentary film, at the Harvard Ukrainian 
Summer Institute, Cambridge, Mass., August 8, 2005. 

 
“Transnational Research and Writing Collaborations,” roundtable discussion led with Olga 
Filippova at the 12th Annual Symposium of SOYUZ, the Post-Socialist Cultural Studies Interest 
Group of the AAA, Bloomington, Indiana, March 4-5, 2005. 

 
Invited Participant in roundtable on “Perspectives for the Development of Physical Rehabilitation in 
the Ukrainian System of Health Care,” L’viv, Ukraine, June 7, 2005. 

 

2004 “Social Transformations,” presented at the International Conference “Understanding the 
Transformation of Ukraine,” at The Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Ottawa, 
October 15-16, 2004. 

 
Screening and Q & A of Shapes in the Wax: Tradition and Faith among Folk Medicine 
Practitioners in Rural Ukraine, ethnographic documentary film, at the Russian and East 
European Studies Summer Research Laboratory, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
June 24-25, 2004. 

 
2003 “Borderland, Buffer Zone, Bumpkin, or Black Sheep? Ukraine’s Ambiguous Position in the 

European Imaginary,” paper presented at the conference “EUtopia: Enlargement and the Politics 
of European Identity,” University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, April 10-12, 2003. 

 
1997 Invited Participant in the International Research and Exchanges Board [IREX] workshop for 

recipients of the Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Dissertation Awards, Washington, 
D.C., October 15-18. 

 

REFEREED CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS   

2021 “ ‘Kurt Vonnegut is One of Us’: Reading Vonnegut in the Cold War Soviet Union,” paper presented 
on the panel Soviet Readers, American Writers II at the conference Literary Classics and Intellectual 
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Autonomy in the Soviet World from 1920s to 1980s, March 26, 2021 (https://www.literary-classics-
soviet-world.space/) 

2020 “Kurt Vonnegut in the USSR,” paper presented on the panel American Writers in the USSR, at the 
52nd Annual Convention of ASEEES, Washington, D.C., November 5, 2020. 

2018 Jill Owczarzak and Sarah D. Phillips, “Rethinking ‘Capacity Building’ in International Health 
Development: Insights from the Ukrainian MICT Project.” Paper at the Society for Applied 
Anthropology annual meeting, Philadelphia, PA, April 7, 2018. 

 2017   Jill Owczarzak and Sarah D. Phillips, “HIV Prevention, Precarity, and Landscapes of Care in Ukraine,”
 paper presentation at the 49th Annual Convention of ASEEES, Chicago, IL, November 9-12, 2017. 

2016 Sarah D. Phillips and Jill Owczarzak, “Stop Using Drugs, or Make Borshch? Anthropology, Addiction, and 
Behavior Change Theory in Ukraine,” paper presentation at the 48th Annual Convention of ASEEES, 
Washington, D.C., November 17-20, 2016.  

 Jill Owczarzak and Sarah D. Phillips, “Between Harm Reduction, Structural Violence, and Personal 
Health Responsibility in Ukraine,” paper presentation at the ASEEES-MAG Summer Convention, 
L’viv, Ukraine, June 26-28, 2016. 

2015 Jill Owczarzak and Sarah D. Phillips, “Medical, Moral, and Social Models of HIV Risk and 

Prevention in Ukraine,” paper presentation at the 47th Annual Meeting of ASEEES, 
Philadelphia, November 19-22, 2015. 

 
Jill Owczarzak, Sarah D. Phillips, and Olga Filippova, “Can NGOs Teach People to be Healthy? 
HIV Risk Behavior Change Interventions and the Role of Anthropological Knowledge,” paper 
presented at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Pittsburgh, PA, 
March 24-28, 2015. 

 
Jill Owczarzak and Sarah D. Phillips. Gender-Responsive HIV Prevention and Support Programs for 
WomenWho Use Drugs in Ukraine: Whose Gender Is It? Paper presented at the Association of 
Women in Slavic Studies Biennial Conference, Lexington, KY, March 3-4, 2015. 
 

2014  Sarah D. Phillips, Jill Owczarzak, and Olga Filippova, “Destination Local: Collaborating with 
Ukrainian NGOs to Develop Effective, Evidence-Based HIV Prevention Programs for Drug 
Users,” paper presented at the 2014 Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied 
Anthropology (Society for Medical Anthropology endorsed panel), Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
March 18-22, 2014. 

 
2013 Jill Owczarzak, Sarah D. Phillips, and Olga Filippova, “Betwixt and Between: HIV Prevention 

Service Provision and Nongovernmental Organizations in Ukraine,” paper presented at The Future 
of NGO Studies conference, Northern Illinois University, November 19-20, 2013. 

 
2009 “Disability Identity and Politics in Ukraine from an Anthropological Perspective,” paper presented 

at the Inaugural Congress of the Sociological Association of Ukraine, Kharkiv, 
Ukraine, October 16, 2009. 

 
“‘Utopia Forever:’ Translating Anthropological Insights to a Skeptical Public,” paper presented 
at the 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Santa Fe, NM, March 17- 
21, 2009. 

 

https://www.literary-classics-soviet-world.space/
https://www.literary-classics-soviet-world.space/
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2008 “Women and Social Activism in Post-Soviet Ukraine: Development and the Politics of 

Differentiation,” paper presented at the 40th National Convention of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Philadelphia, November 20-23, 2008. 

 
“Disability Rights in Ukraine: Institutions, Agendas, and Agents at the Intersection of the Local and 
the Global,” paper presented at the 16th Annual Conference of the Council for European Studies, 
Chicago, March 6-8, 2008. 

 
2007 “Spaces of Convergence after Socialism: Disability and Citizenship in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” 

Paper presented at the 106th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Society, 
Washington, D.C., November 28-December 2, 2007. 

 
2005 “Disability in Ukraine: Shifting Boundaries of Self, State, and Society,” paper presented at the 

104th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Society, Washington, D.C., November 
30-December 4, 2005. 

 
“Disability and Citizenship in Post-Soviet Ukraine: An Anthropological Critique,” paper presented 
at the First Annual Danyliw Research Seminar in Contemporary Ukrainian Studies at the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Ottawa, September 29-October 2, 2005. 
(Paper and discussant’s comments appear on the Chair’s website. Paper may be accessed at  
http://www.ukrainianstudies.uottawa.ca/pdf/P_Phillips_Danyliw05.pdf) 

 

“Cultural Approaches to Disability Studies: Writing Ukraine into the ‘New Disability History,’” 
presented at the Sixth Congress of the International Association of Ukrainian Studies, Donetsk, 
Ukraine, June 29-July 1, 2005. 

 
2004 Shapes in the Wax: Tradition and Faith among Folk Medicine Practitioners in Rural Ukraine, 

ethnographic documentary film, screened at the 103rd Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Atlanta, December 15-19, 2004. 

 
“Disability and Disability Rights in Ukraine: Redefining Citizenship and Social Worth in 

Postsocialism,” presented at the 36th Annual Conference of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Slavic Studies, Boston, December 4-7, 2004. 

 
“Accounting for Poverty, Accounting for Selves: Narratives of Loss and Social Worth among 
Women in Ukraine,” paper presented at the inaugural conference of the Association for Women in 
Slavic Studies, Champaign-Urbana, IL, June 24-25, 2004. 

 
Shapes in the Wax: Tradition and Faith among Folk Medicine Practitioners in Rural Ukraine, 
ethnographic documentary film, screened at the 9th Annual World Convention of the Association 
for the Study of Nationalities, New York, April 15-17, 2004. 

 
2003 “The Social Uses of Civil Society: NGOs, Development, and Citizenship in Post-Soviet Ukraine,” 

paper presented on the panel “Where Capitalism and Socialism Meet: Opening up a Comparative 

Anthropology of Post/Late Socialism(s),” 102nd Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Chicago, November 19-23, 2003. 

 
“Organizing Empowerment: The Ukrainian Disability Rights Movement in Historical and Global 
Perspective,” paper presented at the 2003 American Ethnological Society Meetings, Providence, RI, 
April 24-26, 2003. 

 

http://www.ukrainianstudies.uottawa.ca/pdf/P_Phillips_Danyliw05.pdf
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2002  “Will the Market Set Them Free? Women, NGOs and ‘Social Business’ in Ukraine,” paper 
presented at the 101st Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, New 
Orleans, November 20-24, 2002. 

 
“‘Will You Keep Your Promise?’ The Ethics of Conducting Anthropological Research as 
Activist and Advocate: Notes from Ukraine,” paper presented at the 62nd Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Applied Anthropology, Atlanta, March 6–10, 2002. 

 
2001 “Engaging the State: Critical Reflections on NGOs and Civil Society in Ukraine,” paper 

presented at the 100th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington, D.C., November 28 - December 2, 2001. 

 
2000 “Half-Lives and Healthy Bodies: Discourses on ‘Contaminated’ Foods and Healing in Post- 

Chernobyl Ukraine,” paper presented at the 99th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, San Francisco, November 15-20, 2000. 

 
“Reshaping Identity: The Construction of Self and Society Among Women Leaders of Ukrainian 
NGOs,” presented at the 5th Annual World Convention of the Association for the Study of 
Nationalities, Columbia University, April 13-15, 2000. 

 
“Surviving Post-Socialism in Ukraine: What Does it Mean When Women Take to the ‘Third 
Sector?’” presented at the annual symposium of Soyuz, The Research Network for Post- 
Communist Cultural Studies, Columbia University, February 11-12, 2000. 

 
“Negotiating Womanhood: Social Activism and the Construction of Gender in Post-Socialist 
Ukraine,” presented at the 2000 meeting of the Midwest Slavic Conference, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, April 1-2, 2000. 

 
1998 “The Educational Rights of Children with Disabilities in the United States,” presented at the 

International Scientific-Practical Conference “The Rights of Children and the Care of Children in 
Civil Society: Current Conditions and Prospects for Development,” Kyiv, Ukraine, May 29-31, 1998. 

 
1996   “Romani (Gypsy) Naming Systems as Multiple Strategies,” presented at the Annual Conference of 

the Gypsy Lore Society, New York City, March 29, 1996. 
 

1991 “Southern Baptist Missionaries in Africa,” based on original research, presented to Southern 
Anthropological Society. 

 

 

PANEL DISCUSSANT   
 

2018 Discussant for the session, “Performing ‘Social Rehabilitation’: Disability Services in Contemporary Russia.” 
Annual Convention of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Boston, December 
7, 2018. 

2017 Discussant for the session, “Politics of Care: Postsocialist Care Regimes from the Perspective of Providers.” 
Annual Convention of ASEEES, Chicago, November 11, 2017. 

2016 Discussant for the session, “Moral and Political Economies of Care in Globalizing Russia,” at the 48 th 
Annual Convention of ASEEES, Washington, D.C., November 17-20, 2016.  
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 Discussant for the session, “The Ukrainian Maidan Revolution: Protecting Protestors and Mourning the 
Dead as a Form of Social Resistance,” ASEEES-MAG Summer Convention, L’viv, Ukraine, June 26-28, 
2016. 

2014 Discussant for the session, “Justice Reframed: New Judges and Juries,” at the 
SOYUZ/Havighurst Center/ASEEES Symposium “The Topos of Justice,” Oxford, OH, Feb. 27- 
March 1, 2014. 

 
2009 Discussant for the session, “New Forms of Belonging in Post-Socialist States: Local 

Engagements with National and International Discourses” (organizer Andrea Mazzarino) at the 

108th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Philadephia, PA, Dec. 2-6, 
2009. 

 
2005 Discussant for the session, “Popular Culture under Socialism and After” (organizer 

Andriy Zayarnyuk), at the Sixth Congress of the International Association of Ukrainian 
Studies, Donetsk, Ukraine, June 29-July 1, 2005. 

 
 

PANEL CHAIR   
 

2017  Chair for the session, “Politics of Care: Postsocialist Care Regimes from the Perspective of Providers.” 
Annual Convention of ASEEES, Chicago, November 11, 2017. 

2016 Chair for roundtable, “Ethnographic Encounters with the ‘Other:’ Stimulating Scholarly 
Engagements with Marginalized Populations in Ukraine and Russia, ASEEES-MAG Summer 
Convention, L’viv, Ukraine, June 26-28, 2016. 

2015 Chair for the session, “Medical Ethics and Health Policy in Russia, Ukraine and Serbia,” at 
the 47th Annual Convention of ASEEES, Philadelphia, November 19-22, 2015. 

2004 Chair for the session, “Post-Soviet—U.S. Partnerships: Local Contexts and Global Security,” at 

the 36th Annual Conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic 
Studies, Boston, December 4-7, 2004. 

 
 

CONFERENCE PANELS, WORKSHOPS, AND SYMPOSIA ORGANIZED 

2021 Organizer of young scholars workshop, “Disability 3.0: New Approaches to Studying Disability in 
Russia,” at the IU Europe Gateway, Berlin, May 22-23, 2021. 

 

2018 Co-organizer of conference, “A Colloquium in Disability Studies—Breaking Down Barriers 2.0: 
New Approaches to Disability Studies,” at the National Research University Higher School of 
Economics, Moscow, Russia, November 16-17, 2018. 

 

2016 Organizer of roundtable, “Ethnographic Encounters with the ‘Other:’ Stimulating Scholarly 
Engagements with Marginalized Populations in Ukraine and Russia, ASEEES-MAG Summer 
Convention, L’viv, Ukraine, June 26-28, 2016. 

2015 Organizer of session, “When Facts Travel: Ethnographic Explorations of Knowledge Transfer in 

Health, Medicine, and Science” for the 47th Annual Convention of ASEEES, Philadelphia, 
November 19-22, 2015. 
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2011-12 Co-organizer (with Bryan McCormick and Heidi Bludau) of interdisciplinary workshop 

“Therapeutic Encounters: Emerging research on health and medicine in Eastern 
Europe,” Indiana University, April 13-14, 2012. 

 
2009-10 Co-organizer (with David Ransel) of the symposium, “Everyday Life in Russia: 

Strategies, Subjectivities and Perspectives,” Indiana University, May 13-15, 2010. 
 
2009 Co-facilitator (with Willard Sunderland) of the Junior Scholars Training Workshop on 

“Mobility in Russia and Eurasia,” University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, June 
16- 18, 2009. 

 

2009 Organizer of session, “Testimony: Anthropology in the Telling,” for the 69th Annual Meeting 
of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Santa Fe, NM, March 17-21, 2009. 

 

2008-09 Co-organizer (with Maria Bucur) of year-long New Knowledge Seminar series on “Gender 
and Citizenship, in the post-Cold War World,” sponsored by the Indiana University Institute 
for Advanced Study. 

 
2008 Organizer of session, “Markets, Matriarchs, and Marches: Intersections of Gender and Class in 

Postsocialism,” for the 40th National Convention of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Slavic Studies, Philadelphia, November 20-23, 2008. 
 
Organizer of session, “States of Health: Institutional and Personal Aspects of Health and Illness 
in Eastern Europe,” for the 16th Annual Conference of the Council for European Studies, 
Chicago, March 6-8, 2008. 

 

2005 Co-organizer (with Jennifer Cash) of the 12th Annual Symposium of SOYUZ, the Post-Socialist 
Cultural Studies Interest Group of the American Anthropological Association, Indiana 
University, Bloomington, March 4-5, 2005. 

 
Co-organizer (with Amy Ninetto) of session, “Bodies, Selves, and Nation-States: Imagining the 

Postsocialist ‘Transition’ as Biopolitical Discourse,” for the 104th Annual Meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C., November 30-December 4, 2005. 

 
Organizer of session for the 6th Congress of the International Association for Ukrainian Studies 
(IAUS) on “Social and Political Aspects of Disability in Ukraine,” Donetsk, Ukraine, June 29- 
July 1, 2005. 

 
2004 Co-organizer (with Catherine Wanner) of conference session, “Healing, Health, and Gender: 

Strategies and Struggles to Restore Well-Being after Socialism,” for the 36th Annual Conference 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Boston, December 4-7, 
2004. 

 
2003 Co-organizer (with Junjie Chen and Andrew Asher) of conference session, “Where Capitalism 

and Socialism Meet: Opening up a Comparative Anthropology of Post/Late Socialism(s),” for 

the 102nd Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, November 
19-23, 2003. 

 
Co-organizer (with Junjie Chen) of conference session, “Tunnel Vision: Re-envisioning the 
Ethnography of Post- and Late Socialism(s),” for the 2003American Ethnological Association 



Sarah D. Phillips 
 

Meetings, Providence, RI, April 24-26, 2003. 
 
2002 Co-organizer (with Ida Fadzillah) of invited session, (Society of Black Anthropologists) 

“Articulating Global Feminism(s): Issues of Women and Agency from an Anthropological 
Perspective,” for the 101st Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, New 
Orleans, November 20-24, 2002. 

 
Organizer and facilitator of seminar for scholars, social workers, and disability rights activists, 
“Problems of Disability in Ukraine: The Example of Spinally-Injured Persons and Others in 
Wheelchairs,” held at the Renaissance-ARS Rehabilitation Center, Kyiv, Ukraine, June 28, 2002.
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TEACHING   
 

HONORS, AWARDS, AND OTHER RECOGNITION 
 
2005 2004/05 Trustees Teaching Award, Department of Anthropology, Indiana University. 

 
Nominated for the 2005 Faculty Mentor Award from the Graduate and Professional Student 
Association (GPSO) at Indiana University 

 
Profiled in the IU Homepages, in an article entitled “Learning from Disaster” (October 14). 
Available at http://homepages.indiana.edu/2005/10-14/story.php?id=112. 

 

2000 Elected to the “List of Teachers Recognized as Excellent by Their Students,” University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, fall semester. 

 
COURSES TAUGHT AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

 

Graduate seminars: 
Post-Socialist Gender Formations (ANTH E614) 
Special Topics in Medical Anthropology (ANTH A667) 

Interdisciplinary Colloquium in Russian and East European Studies (REEI R601) 
 
Graduate/undergraduate seminars: 
Advanced Seminar in Medical Anthropology (ANTH E445/645) 
Research Practicum in Medical Anthropology (ANTH E400/600) 
Anthropology of Russia and East Europe (ANTH E412/612) 

 

Undergraduate courses: 
Social and Cultural Anthropology (ANTH E200) (Enrollment: 90) 
Culture, Health and Illness (ANTH E260) (Enrollment: 75) 

Human Dilemmas (Human Biology Program, HUBI B300, co-taught course) (Enrollment: 90) 
 

Individual readings courses: 
Ritual and Festival in Russia Nationalism 
and Orthodoxy in Russia 
The Construction of Ethnic and National Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial Eurasia Advanced 
Readings in Medical Anthropology 
Critical and Applied Medical Anthropology 
Studying Disability in the United States 
Anthropology of Mental Health Anthropology 
of Militarism and Gender The Anthropology 
of Gender in Turkey Masculinity Studies in 
Postsocialist States The Anthropology of 
Gender and Migration 
Gender, Popular Culture and Subjectivity in Ukraine and E. Europe The 
Anthropology of Nuclear Technologies 

Global Ethnography of Fertility and Reproduction 

  Postsocialist Gender Formations: Focus on Former Yugoslavia 

 

Anthropology of Pharmaceuticals and Ethnomedicine

http://homepages.indiana.edu/2005/10-14/story.php?id=112
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OTHER COURSES DEVELOPED AND TAUGHT 
 
Chernobyl: Legacies of a Meltdown 
Peoples and Cultures of Russia, Ukraine, and the Newly Independent States 
World Cultures: Introduction to Ethnography 
Postsocialist Transformations in a Globalizing World 
International Development in Anthropological Perspective 

 

SERVICE   
 

EDITORSHIPS 
 
2008-2013 Editor of The Anthropology of East Europe Review, a biannual edited journal of 

scholarship on Eastern Europe, Russia, the Balkans, and Central Asia  
http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/ 

 

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
1998-2012 Founder and Director, The June Phillips Memorial Mission to Ukraine, a U.S.-based non- 

profit humanitarian organization. 
 
2000 Graduate representative, Executive Committee for the Russian and East European Center, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, academic year 2000-2001. 
 
2000 Editorial Assistant, Slavic Review, the American Quarterly of Russian, Eurasian and East 

European Studies, fall semester. 
 
2000 Assistant Editor, American Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies Online, fall 

semester. 
 

2000 Laboratory Assistant, Russian and East European Studies Summer Research Laboratory, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

 

SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE 
 
Member of Scientific Committee for the International conference, “The Socialist Body on the Family Screen:  

Health, television, Experts and Population in Eastern Europe, 1950s-1990s,” by the ERC Program  
BodyCapital/Centre d’Études des monde russe et d’Europe centrale (EHESS), Paris, June 18-20, 2020 
(conference postponed until 2021) 

Editorial Advisory Board, Anthropologica, Journal of the Canadian Anthropological Society (2019-2022) 
Editorial Board, Ukrainian Sociological Journal, flagship journal of the Sociological Association of 

Ukraine (2014-) 
Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Board Member at 

Large (elected position) (2015-2017) 
Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies Davis Center Book 

Prize Committee (2013-2015) (Committee Chair 2014, 2015) 

Association for Women in Slavic Studies, Treasurer, (elected position) (2012-2015) 
Editorial Board, Disability Studies Quarterly, the journal for the Society for Disability Studies (2009- 

2012) 

http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/aeer/
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Association for Ukrainian Studies Book Prize Committee (co-chair with Timothy Snyder) (2010-2011) 
Advisory Board, Association for Women in Slavic Studies (elected position) (2009-2010) 
Heldt Book Prize Committee for the Association for Women in Slavic Studies (2008) 
Mentoring Committee for the Association for Women in Slavic Studies (2004, 2005) 
Program Committee for the American Association for Ukrainian Studies (2004, 2005) 
Faculty sponsor for Elena Lukovitskaya, Carnegie Research Fellow at Indiana U (2006) 
Faculty sponsor for the following Fulbright Scholars at Indiana U: 

Olga Filippova, Kharkiv National University (2004-2005) 
Viktor Pylypenko, Kyiv University of Shevchenko (2005-2006) 
Iuliia Melnik, Northern Caucasian Federal University, Stravropol, Russia (2014-2015) 

 

NEWSPAPER AND NEWSLETTER FEATURES 
 
2006 “Parallel Worlds:  People with disabilities don’t need pity and charity. They need opportunities 

to live and work.” Korrespondent 47(236):56, December 2, 2006 (in Russian). (Korrespondent 

is a Ukrainian weekly news magazine—the Ukrainian Newsweek—with a circulation of 50,000.) 
 
2002  “Living in a Parallel World: Disability in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” Russian and East European 

Center News (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) 100:1-2. Available at  
http://www.reeec.illinois.edu/publications/center/documents/news_fall02.pdf. 

 

2002 “Living in a Parallel World: Disability in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” Povir u Sebe (Believe in 
Yourself), December 3, 2002 (in Ukrainian). 

 
2000 “From the Field—Women, Social Activism, and Healing in Ukraine.” Russian and East 

European Center News (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) 95:4. 
 
1999 “Health and Illness in Post-Chornobyl Ukraine.” IREX Frontline 4(1):11. 

 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 

 

2016 Michelle A. Parsons. 2014. Dying Unneeded: The Cultural Context of the Russian Mortality Crisis. 
Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press. American Anthropologist 118(1):209-210. 

 
2012 Katja M. Guenther. 2010. Making Their Place: Feminism after Socialism in Eastern Germany. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press. American Ethnologist 39(1):207-208. 

 
Kateryna Pishchikova. 2011. Promoting Democracy in Postcommunist Ukraine: The Contradictory Outcomes of 
US Aid to Women’s NGOs. Boulder & London: First Forum Press. Slavic Review 71(1):169-170. 

 
2011 Jarrett Zigon. 2010. “HIV is God’s Blessing:” Rehabilitating Morality in Post-Soviet Russia. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. Logos: A Journal of Eastern Christian Studies 52(3- 
4):336-339. 

 
2010 Tova Hodjestrand. 2009. Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia. Ithaca, 

NY: Cornell University Press. Slavic Review 69(4):1038-1039. 

 
2009 Tanya Richardson. 2008. Kaleidoscopic Odessa: History and Place in Contemporary Ukraine. Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press. Ethnos 74(4):560-562. 

http://www.reeec.illinois.edu/publications/center/documents/news_fall02.pdf
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2008 Catherine Wanner. 2007. Communities of the Converted: Ukrainians and Global Evangelism. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. Nationalities Papers 36(5):911-913. 
 

Vasyl Schevchuk et al. 2005. Preserving the Dnipro River: Harmony, History and Rehabilitation. Oakville, 
Ontario: Mosaic Press and the International Development Research Centre. Canadian Slavonic Papers 
50(3-4):508-509. 

 
Special Issue of The Anthropology of East Europe Review on “Food and Foodways in Post-Socialist 
Eurasia” (Vol. 21, no. 1, Spring 2003). Food & Foodways 16(3):227-231. 

 
2007 Michele Rivkin-Fish. 2005. Women’s Health in Post-Soviet Russia: The Politics of 

Intervention. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. American Anthropologist 109(2):415-416. 
 

2006 Kristen Ghodsee. 2005. The Red Riviera: Gender, Tourism and Postsocialism on the Black Sea. 
Durham: Duke University Press. Canadian Slavonic Papers 48(3-4):394-395. 

 

2005 Kathleen Kuehnast and Carol Nechemias, eds. Post-Soviet Women Encountering 
Transition: Nation Building, Economic Survival, and Civic Activism. Washington, D.C.: 
Woodrow Wilson Center Press; Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004. 
Canadian Slavonic Papers 47(1-2):176-177. Available at  
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3763/is_200503/ai_n14901124/pg_1 

 

 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES AND ADVISORY BOARD POSITIONS SERVED SINCE 2003: 
 

IU-Bloomington Campus 
Office of International Affairs Faculty Advisory Board (2020-21) 
Campus Promotion Advisory Committee (2018-19) 
Review Panel for Emerging Areas of Research funding competition, Office of the Vice Provost for Research 
(2016) 
Internal Advisory Board for Center for Documentary Research and Practice (2015-2017) 
Advisory Board for PhD program in Law and Democracy, IU School of Law, Center for Constitutional 
Democracy (2009-present) 

Campus Tenure Advisory Committee (2013-2017) 
Faculty sponsor for Residential Fellows at the Institute for Advanced Study: 

Olga Filippova (Kharkiv, Ukraine, 2009) 

Elena Iarskaia-Smirnova (Moscow, Russia, 2011) 
Zhanna Chernova (Saint Petersburg, Russia, 2016) 

Fulbright Application Review Committee (Office of the Vice President for International Affairs) (2008, 
2011) 

 

College of Arts and Sciences 
College Tenure Committee (2020-2022) 
College Task Force on Graduate Education (2018-19) 
Human Biology Program Advisory Board (2014-2017, elected position) 
Search committee for Human Biology/Bio Anth hire (2014-2015) 
Search committee for European Studies Chair hire, SGIS/CEUS (2015) 
Dissertation Year and Dissertation Completion Fellowships Committee (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017) 
ACLS/Mellon Fellowship Review Committee (2012) 
Office of the Vice Provost for Research, Faculty Research Support Program Fellowship Committee (2012) 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3763/is_200503/ai_n14901124/pg_1
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Russian and East European Institute Executive Committee (2004, 2005, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) 
Russian and East European Institute Fellowship Committee (2005, 2006, 2012) 
Russian and East European Institute MA Program Admissions Committee (2009, 2011) 
Organizing committee for Roundtables on Post-Communism (REEI) (2006, 2007, 2010) 
 

Department of Anthropology 
Executive Committee (2014-2017, elected position), Salary Committee (2011-12, 2013-14, elected position), 
Graduate Affairs Committee (2014-2015), Graduate Admissions Committee (2010 (Chair), 2011, 2012), 

Curriculum Review Committee (2003, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2014, 2020), Communications/Colloquia 
Committee (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 (chair), 2009, 2013 (chair)), Undergraduate Affairs Committee (2006, 2020) 

 
Other University Service 

Faculty affiliate of the IU Ukrainian Studies Association 
Performed with the IU Ukrainian Studies Association Vocal Ensemble at the 2009 World Language 
Festival 

 

JOURNAL REFEREE   

Ab Imperio Acta 
Sociologica 
American Anthropologist American 
Ethnologist 
Aspasia, the International Yearbook on Gender History in Central and Eastern Europe Body & 
Society 
The Carl Beck Papers in Russian and East European Studies 
Children & Society 

Cultural Anthropology 

Current Anthropology 
Debatte Journal of Contemporary Central and Eastern European Studies Disability 
Studies Quarterly 
East European Politics and Societies 
Ethnos 
Feminist Review 
Food & Foodways 
Gender & Society 
Gender Issues 
Human Organization 
International Journal of Paleopathology 
International Labor and Working-Class History 
International Social Work 

Journal of Public Health Policy 
Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Europe Landscapes 
of Violence 

Medical Anthropology Quarterly 
Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society Slavic 
and East European Journal 
Slavic Review 
Societies 
Soviet and Post-Soviet Review 
Transcultural Psychiatry  
Ukrainian Sociological Journal 
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MANUSCRIPT REFEREE   
 

Berghahn Books 
Central European University Press 
Indiana University Press 

McGraw-Hill 
Oxford University Press  
Palgrave Macmillan 
Routledge Press 
Springer Nature 
Univerisity of Toronto Press 
Vanderbilt University Press 
Westview Press 

 
 

GRANT REVIEWER 

  
 

2018 Reviewer for Woodrow Wilson Women’s Studies Dissertation Fellowship Program, the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation 

 

 Reviewer for American Councils Study and Research Abroad Department at 
American Councils for International Education, Title VIII fellowship competition 

 

2017 Reviewer for Woodrow Wilson Women’s Studies Dissertation Fellowship Program, the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation 

 

2016 Reviewer for Woodrow Wilson Women’s Studies Dissertation Fellowship Program, the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation 

 

 Reviewer for Amercian Councils for International Education, Title VIII fellowship 
competition 

 

2015 Reviewer for Swedish Wallenberg Academy Fellow Program, Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences 

 
Reviewer for Danish Council for Independent Research/Humanities 

 
Academic Expert reviewer for Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia—research 
grant competition 

 
2014 Grant reviewer for Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

 
2012 International Association for the Humanities—reviewed 25 Russian-language 
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proposals IREX Short-Term Research Grants—25 proposals 

2010 Reviewed grant applications for American Councils for International Education: 
ACTR/ACCELS, NEH Collaborative Research Grants in the Humanities 
Program 

 
2009 Grant reviewer for American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS 

Title VIII Combined Research and Language Training Program 
 

Grant reviewer for Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 

Canada 2008-09 Reviewer for National Science Foundation Cultural Anthropology 

Program 

2007-08 Member of Selection Committee for the Social Science Research Council’s 
International Dissertation Research Fellowship 2008-2009 competition (SSRC/IDRF) 

 
Member of Selection Committee for the International Research and Exchanges Board’s 
Individual Advanced Research Opportunity Program 2008-2009 competition 
(IREX/IARO) 

 

2006-07 Member of Selection Committee for the International Research and Exchanges 
Board’s Individual Advanced Research Opportunity Program 2007-2008 
competition (IREX/IARO) 

 
2003 Collaboration in Basic Science and Engineering (COBASE) Project 

Development and Initiation Visits Program of the National Academy of 
Sciences/National Research Council (Office for Central Europe and Eurasia) 

 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

  
 

American Anthropological 
Association Society for Medical 
Anthropology 
Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies  
Society for Disability Studies 
Society for Applied Anthropology 
Ukrainian Sociological Association 
American Association for Ukrainian 
Studies Association for Women in Slavic 
Studies 
SOYUZ, the Post-Communist Cultural Studies Interest Group 
Council for European Studies 
Phi Beta Kappa, Wake Forest University Chapter 
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ACADEMIC ADVISING 

  
 

 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS SUPERVISED: 
 
2020  Julie Johnson Searcy (co-chair with Jane Goodman), Birth in Postapartheid South Africa: Care, Disease,  

Violence and Race 
 

Elena Popa, Romanian and Roma Migration to France after 1989: Precarity and Hierarchies of  
Deservedness 

 
2019  Safak Kilictipe, High-Tech Islamist State Pronatalism and Kurdish Women’s Reproduction in Turkey 

 
2016  Malika Bahovadinova (co-chair with Sara Friedman), Ideologies of Labor: The Bureaucratic  
  Management of Migration in Post-Soviet Tajikistan 

 
2014 Elizabeth Pfeiffer, Viral Stories: HIV/AIDS, Stigma, and Globalization in Kenya 

 
2014 Woo Jeong Cho, The Homeland on the Move: Diasporic Practices of Belonging in Sakhalin 

Korean Repatriation 
 
2012 Heidi Bludau (co-chair with Anya Peterson Royce), The Search for Respect: Czech Nurses 

in the Global Economy 
 
2010 Abby Drwecki, Dangerous Women: Self-Defense, Individuation and Gender in Post-Socialist 

Poland 
 
2008 Mary L. Kozub, The Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders in the US: Trends and Family 

Experiences 

 

CURRENTLY CHAIR OF DISSERTATION COMMITTEE FOR FOUR PHD STUDENTS IN 
ANTHROPOLOGY AT IUB: 
 
Tetiana Bulakh, Things That Matter: Consumer Citizenship, Humanitarian Aid, and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
in Ukraine 
 
Alissa (Caitlin) Lester (joint PhD in Education Policy Studies, co-chair Prof. Bradley Levinson), Civil society 
and education in post-socialist Hungary: The Bologna process, international education policy, and university students’ 
unions 

 
Dafna Rachok, States of Vulnerability and Vulnerability of the State: Affect, Sex Work, and HIV in Ukraine 

 
Polina Vlasenko, Global Circuits of Fertility: The Political Economy of Ova Provision in Ukraine 
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SERVING ON THE FOLLOWING DISSERTATION COMMITTEES: 
 
Joey Cleveland (PhD Central Eurasian Studies and Anthropology), Urban Spaces in Mongolia 
 
Sara Conrad (PhD Central Eurasian Studies and Anthropology), Tibetan Culture in Diaspora in Jackson Heights, 
New York City 
 
Lydia Hamilton (PhD in Public Health; minor in Medical Anthropology), Beliefs about donating excess milk to a 
milk bank 
 
Valentina Luketa (joint PhD in Anthropology and Law and Constitutional Democracy Program), Identity and 
Constitutional Democracy in the former Yugoslavia 
 
Kimberly Degroff Madsen (PhD in Public Affairs, O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs), 
Representative Bureaucracy as Key to Legitimacy: The Case of Policing in Kosovo 

 
Antonina Semivolos (PhD Telecommunications), Privacy and the Internet: Can We Ever ‘Be Let Alone’ in the 
Internet Age? 
 
Brittany Shelmon (PhD, Law and Constitutional Democracy Program), Democracy Building, Citizenship, and 
Constituionalism in Kosovo 
 
Jessica Storey-Nagy (PhD Central Eurasian Studies), Sovereign Voices: Decoding the Discursive Processes of National 
Identity Building in Modern-Day Hungary  
 
Shaun Williams (PhD Ethnomusicology), Rock ‘n Roma: Romani Cultural Activism in Postcommunist Romania 
and Ukraine 
 
Shijing Zhang (PhD Anthropology), Chinese NGOs’ responses to left-behind children in China 

 
 

MASTERS DEGREES/THESES SUPERVISED: 
 
2017  Brianna Greenwald (REEI), Men at Work: A Gender Analysis of Male Labor Migration from 

Ukraine 
 
2017 Karissa Jackson (REEI), Gagauz Autonomy and Education Reform in Moldova 
 

  2017    Alberto Sostre (EURO), The Disabiling Legacies of Ceausescu: Recommendations for Greater Inclusion  
  Policies for Romanian Citizens with Disabilities 
 
2014 Tetiana Bulakh (Anthropology), A Spell of Glamour: Consumer Practices in Post-Soviet Ukraine 

 
Antonina Semivolos (REEI/Law), One Country, Two Languages: Evolution of Language Preference 
in Post-Independence Ukraine 

2013 Hidemi Dehays (Anthropology), Biocultural Approaches to Medicine (MA exam)  

2012 Emily J. Young (REEI/SLIS; co-chair with Susan Herring), Alt-SHIFT: Queer 

Online Discourses on Coming Out in Serbia 
 



27 

Sarah D. Phillips 
 

 

2011 Laura Linderman (Anthropology, co-chair with Beverly Stoeltje), The Gendered Feast: 
Experiencing a Georgian Supra 

 
2011 P. Brooke Swafford (Anthropology), Religion, Nation, and Healing in Buryatia (MA exam) 

 
2011 Olga Bueva (REEI), Pictures from the margins: Disability and difference in post- socialist art 

 
2010 Yuryi Napelenok (REEI), “Together we are many": Popular Music and Public Participation in 

Ukraine 
 
2008 Dmitriy Upart (REEI), Nuclear Catastrophes and Socioeconomic Ramifications: The Belarus Case 

 
2007 Joseph Crescente (REEI), Performing Post-Sovietness: Verka Serduchka and the Hybridization of 

Identity in Post-Soviet Ukraine 

 
 
OUTSIDE MINOR ADVISOR FOR STUDENTS WHO PURSUED AN OUTSIDE PHD MINOR 
IN ANTHROPOLOGY: 

 
Kathleen Hiatt (PhD History) 

Jason Vincz (PhD CEUS) 

Mary Werden (PhD History) 

Michael Young (PhD Ethnomusicology) 
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PREVIOUSLY SERVED ON THE FOLLOWING PHD DISSERTATION COMMITTEES 
(STUDENTS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED): 

 
Lindsey Mattern (PhD Anthropology), Infant Feeding Practices and Maternal Work in Urban and Rural Tamil 
Nadu, India (2020) 
 
Haley Laurila, (PhD Slavic Languages and Literatures, U Michigan), Chernobyl’s Radioactive Memory: 
Confronting the Impact of Nuclear Fallout (2020) 
 
Lindsey Breitweiser (PhD Gender Studies), Dead Mothers, Live Births: Postmortem Pregnancy and the Politics of 
Life and Death (2019) 
 
Meghan Guilfoyle (PhD Anthropology), The Impact of Ramadan Fasting on Bitrh Outcomes and Breastmilk Cortisol 
Levels in Rabat, Morocco (2019) 
 
Suzanne Barber (PhD Anthropology), Posthumanism and human-animal relations in China (2018) 
 
Alexandra Cotofana (PhD Anthropology), Magic and politics in socialist and post-socialist Romania (2018) 
 
Joanna Matuszak (PhD Art History), From Red Square to the Pushkin Monument: Russian Performance Art in Public 
Spaces in the Early Post-Soviet Era (2017) 
 
Aynur Onur (PhD Anthropology), Militarist modernity and the making of “modern” women in Turkey (2017) 

David Lewis (PhD Ethnomusicology), Jump up and Condomize: HIV/AIDS, Music Genres, and Public Health in 
Trinidad and Tobago (2016) 
 
Emily Channell-Justice (PhD Anthropology, City University of New York), Left of Maidan: Self Organization and 
the Ukrainian State on the Edge of Europe (2016) (Outside Examiner) 
 
John Lorinskas (PhD Anthropology), Between Stillness and Society: Orthodox Schismatics in the Russian Federation 
(2015) 
 
Christine Beresniova (PhD Education Policy Studies), In/Tolerance: A Case Study of Lithuanian Teacher Training 
Initiatives for the Promotion of Tolerance (2014) 
 
Iryna Koshulap (PhD Gender Studies, Central European University), Women, nation and the generation gap: 
Diasporic activism of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America in the post-cold war era (2014) (Outside 
Examiner) 
 

Cari Lewis (PhD Anthropology), Lifestyle Risk Factors of Colorectal Cancer across Race: An Evolutionary Perspective 
(2014) 
 
Maria Roditis (PhD Anthropology), A Biocultural analysis of childhood obesity in Greece (2012) 
 
Wendell Schwab (PhD Anthropology), Islam in print: The diversity of Islamic literature and interpretation in post- 
Soviet Kazakhstan (2011) 
 
Maryna Bazylevych (PhD Anthropology, U of Albany), Negotiating new roles, new moralities: Ukrainian women 
physicians at a post-socialist crossroad (2010) 
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William Eastwood (PhD Anthropology), Georgian Baptists: Church reform, Orthodox Christianity, and national 
belonging (2010) 

Lucinda Carspecken (PhD Anthropology), Finding new ground: Collective ownership, environmentalism, neopaganism 
and utopian imagination at an Indiana festival site (2008) 

Julie Fairbanks (PhD Anthropology), A matter of artistry: Adyg identity, performance and historical memory (2007) 

Emily Frank (PhD Anthropology), Negotiating futures in the time of AIDS: Contests over inheritance in Southern 
Province, Zambia (2006) 

 
 
PREVIOUSLY SERVED ON THE FOLLOWING MA COMMITTEES (STUDENTS HAVE 
SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED): 

 
Nikola Parlic (REEI), Significance of the Economic Drivers on and Consequences of the Breakup of Yugoslavia (2020) 
 
Clare Angeroth-Franks (REEI), Indigenous Language Knowledge and the Link to Self-Annihilating Behavior among 
Native Peoples of Siberia (2019) 
 
Alyse Camus (REEI), “Your dress is too simple!”: Gendered Expectations in 1950s Hungarian Film (2019) 
 
Geoffrey Durham (REEI), The Ukrainian 'i' on Soviet Life: Dissident Autobiography after Stalin (2016) 
 
Rebecca Mueller (REEI/School of Public Health), De-institutionalization of People with Mental Illness in Albania: 
Whither Family Caregivers? (2016) 
 
Aleksanders Ans (REEI), Against Overwhelming Odds: A comparison of the Lithuanian, Latvian, and Estonian post-war 
anti-Soviet guerrilla movements (2015) 
 

Amy Harris (Anthropology), Women’s experiences with oral contraceptives: how biology, culture, and politics intersect 
(2014) 
 
Mackenzie Loyet (Anthropology), What can brain MRIs tell us about human sociality? (2013) 
 

Megan Browndorf (REEI/SLIS), The Physical Legacy of Soviet Librarianship: Perspectives on Space, Information 
Access, and Civic Development in Ukrainian Public Libraries (2012) 
 
Mustafa Coskun (Anthropology), Gender, family and masculinity crisis in post-Soviet Kyrgyzstan (2012) 

 

Katherine Pruess (REEI/SLIS), “For Militant Soviet Satire!”: Krokodil and Soviet Cultured Consumption, 1945-1951 
(2011) 
 
Abigail (Rich) Alyn Grose (Anthropology), Capturing the Fleeting Moment: Preserving the Paul Taylor Dance 
Company’s Repertoire through Student Reconstructions (2010) 
 
Sara Ronald (REEI), Fruitless: Why Moldova’s Post-Election Protest Did Not Blossom into a Color Revolution (2010) 

Joel Kleehammer (REEI), The Return of Jewish Communal Property Seized by the Soviets in Ukraine (2009) 

Erin Biebuyck (REEI), The Collectivization of Pleasure: Normative Sexuality in Post-1966 Romania (2008) 

Amy Luck (REEI), The Other Side of Silence: Mentoring Romanian Orphans in Transition (2008) 
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Richard Payne-Holmes (REEI/SPEA), Orange and Denim: National Identity in Ukraine and Belarus (2008) 
 

Jennifer Maceyko (REEI), Political and Cultural Mobilization among Ethnic Minorities in Post-Soviet Ukraine: 
Russians, Poles, and Hungarians (2007) 
 
Janel Causey (REEI), Russian Relics, Remembrance, and Reevaluation: The Sale of Alaska and the Legacy of Russian 
America in Alaska Today (2005) 
 
Alice Tobin (REEI/SPEA), Addressing Human Trafficking in Ukraine: Leadership from the Third Sector and the 
Primacy of Prevention (2005) 
 
 

ADDITIONAL TEACHING AND MENTORING   
 

FACULTY SPONSOR FOR INDIANA UNIVERSITY INDIVIDUALIZED MAJOR PROGRAM 
 
  Sara Nemes, “Integrative Health” (2018) 
Kiera Kroin, “Holistic Health and Healing” (2018) 
Madeline McDonough, “Ethnobotany” (2015) 

Faith Liveoak, “Medicine, Health and Society” (2014) 
Molly Langteau, “Therapeutic Nutrition and Holistic Medicine” (co-sponsor with Catherine Tucker) (2011) 
Beth Underdahl-Peirce, “Therapeutic Horticulture and Holistic Health” (2011) 
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